
NJ Lodge of Masonic 
Research and 
Education’s purpose is 
to foster the education 
of the Craft at large 
through prepared 
research and open 
discussion of the 
topics concerning 
Masonic history, 
symbolism, 
philosophy, and 
current events. 

Next Communication  
New Jersey Lodge of Masonic 
Research and Education meets on the 
second Saturday in March, June, 
September and December. Our next 
communication will be held on 
Saturday, April 1, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. 
at: 
 
Union Lodge No. 19 
60 Cedar Avenue 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902  
 

All Master Masons Welcome! 
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It is a great honor to be elected to serve this Lodge of Research over 
the next two years. LORE is off to a great start this year, having already 
had an emergent meeting in Alexandria, VA, where we met at the George 
Washington Masonic memorial in the same room that Alexandria-
Washington lodge holds its meetings. Special thank you to Jay Hockberg 
for arranging this and having Sean Eyer present on Brother Preston. It was 
truly a great day. 

My vision for the next two years is to grow our organization and to 
make sure we are having quality meetings for all to enjoy. I plan on 
implementing a few initiatives which will enhance your membership 
experience. One of those enhancements is to have a few zoom 
presentations during months when we are not meeting. Having these 
presentations accomplishes two objectives, keeping you engaged with the 
lodge and your brothers as well as imparting more light and education.  

The future for LORE is looking very bright. Your officers are 
energized to bring you the best experience, we have a beautiful new home 
at Union Lodge and we will be working on new ways to engage and 
communicate with you. Exciting times are ahead so stay tuned…. 

From the East 
Bro. Craig M. Applebaum, Worshipful Master  
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LODGE HAPPENINGS… 
NJ LORE 1786’s next meeting will be held at Union 
Lodge No. 19 at 9:30am on Saturday, April 1st. 
 
On the Agenda: 
· Bro. Ben Hoff will revisit one of his best papers 

first presented years ago. 
· Bro. Jay Hochberg will present “Freemasonry and 

the Irish Republican Army”.  
 
A luncheon will be held at a local restaurant to be 
announced at the meeting. 
 
NJ LORE Facebook Page —> https://m.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=129198717253586&ref=content_filter  
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Sometimes the subject for a Trestleboard message falls right into 
one’s lap.  

Christmas arrived right on time last December when, as a member 
of Quatuor Coronati Lodge’s Correspondence Circle – thank you, Bro. 
Bob Howard – my copy of that body’s latest Transactions, AQC Vol. 
135, arrived in the mail.  The very first of the 2021-2022 Delivery 
Papers is Immediate Past Master Christopher Powell’s “Never Let the 
Truth Get in the Way of a Good Story,” subtitled, “Masonic and Musical 
Myths and the Importance of Consulting the Primary Sources.”   

Less a research paper and more of an editorial, this was Wor. Bro. 
Powell’s inaugural address at QC’s 2021 Installation.  It is a cautionary 
story about the danger of over-relying upon secondary sources in 
Masonic research.  This paper pulls no punches.  Bro. Powell lists a 
number of examples of factual errors from prior QC papers.  These 
papers were well-written and each made its case in a cogent manner.  
But each example relied primarily on long-accepted secondary source 
materials to prove a main hypothesis.  All of these secondary sources 
had been taken at face value for so long that they had more or less 
become generally accepted within Masonic academic circles.  By 
painstakingly digging into available primary sources, Bro. Powell was 
able to “get to the bottom” of things.  He not only found the true facts of 
each example, but was able to pinpoint exactly where and how each 
paper’s author went astray.   

During my short time in the Craft I’ve come across Masonic 
articles and books purporting to be factual, but which are really based 
upon not much more than wishful thinking, unproven assumptions, just 
enough truth to support a bias, and hot air.   As someone with a degree 
in history and possessing some early training in historiography, writings 
like these make me want to pull out my hair.  Wor. Bro. Powell shows 
us that even serious, high-level research can sometimes be subject to 
error.   

In summary: Do your homework, stop taking the research path of 
least resistance, be willing to get your hands dirty, question everything, 
and NEVER JUST ASSUME.   

   Memento Mori 
It has been quite some time since I have contributed to a trestle 

board, and never to one distributed to the finest minds in New Jersey 
Freemasonry. I am both excited and terrified by this assignment. 

From the West 
Submitted by Bro. Donald C. Elfreth, Senior Warden 

From the South 
Submitted by Bro. Scott P. Vicari , Junior Warden 
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A number of subjects crossed my mind, including a discussion on the 
difference between a Festive Board and a Table Lodge (according to 
Andrew Hammer a Table Lodge is a festive board but a Festive board is 
not necessarily a Table Lodge). Perhaps a riveting review of our lodge 
finances and an appeal for timely dues payments to insure that we keep the 
donuts and coffee hot and plentiful for our meetings (that would not have 
gone over as well a Chinese spy balloon) or maybe a general discussion of 
the important role we, and all research lodges, play in the refinement of 
our gentle craft.  

But something unexpected, to all except the Grand Architect of the 
universe, has occurred that has changed my writing plans. Something 
thrust upon us, without warning, suddenly, violently and without mercy. 
The death of our own Senior Deacon, WB Byron Collier. 

Brother Collier was that rare breed of Freemason that was as 
comfortable spending an evening diving deeply into the esoteric subjects 
of our fraternity, as he was smoking cigars and sipping scotch with the 
brethren. As a result, brother Collier’s circle was as large as the 
circumpunct we use in our symbolism. 

If I had to pick just one Masonic virtue that was best exemplified by 
brother Collier I would have to choose brotherly love. I think the size of 
that man’s heart was in direct contrast to his physical stature, he may have 
been short, but there was no shortage of love in him for the brethren and 
for Freemasonry. I had secretly nicknamed him “the hugger” because 
every time I saw him he never failed to greet me with a warm embrace and 
sometimes a kiss on the cheek (I have to admit the kiss took some getting 
used to for an uptight guy like me). In fact when I heard the news about 
Byron’s passing I told my wife that “the hugger” had passed and she knew 
immediately of whom I spoke. 

I felt the irony almost as deeply as the shock when I first learned of 
brother Collier’s passing . After all, our fraternity spends no little amount 
of time contemplating our mortality. The discussion of our inevitable death  
permeates our symbolism and ritual, a constant reminder of the fleeting 
nature of our lives. The latin expression Memento Mori, remember that 
you have to die, is emblazoned on banners, pins and patches and is almost 
the entire point of the Hiramic legend. In our funeral oration, we are 
reminded “It is passing strange, notwithstanding the funeral bell so often 
tolls in our ears and the ’mournful processions’ go about our streets, that 
we do not more seriously consider our approaching fate.”  

Yet, for all this, I remain shocked and saddened that so good a man 
was taken from us; but held up in the knowledge that our immortal soul 
“will never, never, never die” and someday, only God knows when, I will 
receive another bear hug from brother Collier in that house not made by 
hands eternal in the heavens. 



Our research lodge reached a milestone February 19 when LORE 
members gathered in the George Washington Masonic National Memorial 
in Alexandria, Virginia for its first Emergent Communication held outside 
New Jersey. Lodge was opened in due and ancient form inside the South 
Lodge Room, home of Alexandria-Washington Lodge 22, with thirty-two 
brethren present, hailing from jurisdictions around the United States, 
including Connecticut, Georgia, Iowa, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. In addition, Bro. Robert L.D. Cooper of 
Scotland and Bro. David Chichinadze of the Republic of Georgia were 
present. 

In fact, hundreds of Masons were in Alexandria that week to join the 
centenary celebration of the Memorial’s cornerstone-laying ceremony, 
which was re-enacted the following day. Related activities included the 
annual meeting of the Conference of Grand Masters of Masons of North 
America. 

Two presentations were heard that afternoon from our own Bro. 
Howard Kanowitz and from a very special guest speaker. Bro. Kanowitz 
reprised his poem “Redemption at Gettysburg,” which he delivered for the 
first time at LORE’s inaugural Regular Communication. (Look for it in the 
pages of our first book of proceedings.) The six-part epic tells of 
Freemasonry’s civilizing influence extending even into the horrors of 
combat during the Civil War. 

The headliner was Bro. Shawn Eyer, a native of Academia Lodge 847 
in California who has been in residence at the Memorial, serving as Director 
of Education. He also 
is Editor of The 
Philalethes, the 
quarterly periodical of 
the Philalethes 
Society, the 
independent historical 
and literary society, 
itself reaching its 95th 
anniversary this year. 
Bro. Eyer presented a 
research work titled 
“Holy Symbols, 
Infinite Wisdom: 
Freemasonry’s 
Mystical Ground Plan 
in Prestonian 
Thought.” William 
Preston was the author 
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LORE hosts first out-of-state meeting at Washington Memorial  
Submitted by Bro. Jay Hochberg, PM  

Worshipful Master Craig Applebaum thanks Bro. Shawn Eyer for 
presenting his research paper  
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of Illustrations of Masonry. First published in 1772, and reprinted 
numerous times in the ensuing years, Illustrations is widely thought to be 
the source material for much of the ritual we today use in our lodges, but he 
has not been celebrated universally. Nineteenth century writers, like Albert 
Mackey and Albert Pike, derided Preston, Eyer explained, alleging his 
ideas on Masonic rituals and symbols lacked any sophistication, 
particularly anything that could nourish a spiritual appetite. Eyer vindicated 
Preston’s writings by bringing to light texts that are supplemental to 
Illustrations. The long-forgotten writings, called the “Syllabus,” provide 
what Mackey and Pike most desired, as well as the thesis for Eyer’s eye-
opening discussion that day. Suffice to say there was more to Preston’s 
thinking than architecture and physical senses. 

LORE’s rental agreement for the room stipulated a limited time, so it 
was necessary for Senior Grand Warden Gene Margroff to close the lodge 
in ample form before the brethren exited into the hallways for chats and 
selfies. The LORE contingent divided into separate dinner parties headed 
for several restaurants in the area, with all the brethren doubtlessly feeling 
fraternally satiated by our meeting. LORE reached its twenty-first 
anniversary days later on February 23. 
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London fire brigade reviews Freemason ties after 
union criticism 

London fire brigade is reviewing its relationship with the Freemasons after 
concerns were raised by the Fire Brigades Union, the Guardian has learned. 

The concerns were raised at a recent London assembly meeting to discuss 
a damning independent review that found LFB to be institutionally racist and 
misogynist. 

At the meeting, Gareth Beeton, the FBU’s London region chair, 
highlighted the brigade’s acceptance of a £2.5m donation from the Freemasons 
of London for specialist equipment, which became operational in November 
2021. Masonic insignia appears on the sides of two fire engines that carry aerial 
ladders funded by the Freemasons’ donation. 

Beeton said the union had raised concerns about the donation when it was 
made and was now doing so again after the review. 

He has called for the masonic insignia to be removed because of the 
exclusion of women from much Masonic work and the fact that it is a secret 
society. 

“The union’s women’s action committee is backing this,” he said. “The 
fire service is a public sector organisation and should not be funded by 
organisations like this one.” 

LFB said officials were “considering our options for this relationship 
now”. 

The review of LFB’s culture was ordered by the London fire 
commissioner, Andy Roe, in response to the death of Jaden Matthew Francois-
Esprit, a firefighter who was neurodiverse and had been diagnosed with 
dyslexia, who took his own life aged 21 in August 2020. 

Published in November 2022, it found the service to be “institutionally 
misogynist and racist” and said there were “dangerous levels of ingrained 
prejudice against women” and that people of colour were “frequently the target 
of racist abuse”. 

At the time of the Freemasons’ donation, Roe said: “I am proud of this 
partnership with Freemasons of London and I am glad to say as a Londoner 
myself, and now representing LFB as commissioner, I am overwhelmed with 
your generosity for what these turntable ladders will do; not only for my 
officers in terms of their excellent operational capability, but also for the people 
of London.” 

A fire brigade spokesperson said: “Accepting donations of funding for 
equipment from charitable organisations is not unusual for the emergency 
services and the London Freemasons have also supported other emergency 
services in the capital. However, we are aware that this issue was raised by a 
number of staff following the brigade’s recent independent culture review and 
we are therefore considering our options for this relationship now.” 

It Came from the Internet  
Submitted by Bro. Matt Korang, Editor 
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A spokesperson for the 
United Grand Lodge of 
England said: “The United 
Grand Lodge of England 
(UGLE) condemns without 
reservation any wrongdoing 
which has been highlighted in 
the recent independent culture 
review of London fire 
brigade. In regards to the 
London fire brigade, 
Freemasons from across 
London came together in 
2019 to raise £2.5m for the 
purchase of two super hi-lift 
turntable vehicles, which 
have already made a 
significant impact in the work 
of the London fire brigade to 
protect citizens.” 

He added that there were 
two women-only Grand 
Lodges, and that men and 
women worked closely 
together in a number of areas. 
https://www.theguardian.com/ 
 

The Royal Family’s links to the secretive society 
of Freemasonry  

It is often dubbed as one of the world’s most secret societies – the world 
of Freemasonry. From covert handshakes to Masonic rituals, mystery 
surrounds the organisation which has connections to the British Royal Family. 

Many members of The Royal Family are rumoured to be Freemasons, 
although only two current members are publicly known to be part of the 
society. 

This means Queen Elizabeth II’s cousin is the most senior Freemason in 
the hierarchy. 

Last month, the Duke attended a Concert at Freemasons’ Hall to 
commemorate His Royal Highness’s Fifty Fifth Anniversary. 

In 2017, the His Royal Highness conducted 20 engagements that were 
connected to Freemasonry according to the Court Circular. 

The Duke’s brother, Prince Michael of Kent, is also a Freemason and 
is Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, and Provincial 
Grand Master of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Middlesex. 

The Duke of Edinburgh was a freemason, being initiated to the role in the 

Sir Michael Snyder, Metropolitan Grand Master offi-
cially handing over the first of two 64 metre turntable 
ladders to London Fire Commissioner Andy Roe.  
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year his wife, Elizabeth, ascended to the throne. 
In the past, five Monarchs have been members of a Masonic lodge. 
This includes The King’s grandfather, George VI, who was Grand Master 

of the Grand Lodge of Scotland between 1936-37. 
Edward VII was also Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of 

England from 1874–1901. 
There are around 5 million Freemasons around the world – 200,000 of 

them living in England and Wales. 
Freemasons believe in brotherhood help out one another in times of 

hardship. However, the organisation does not come without controversy. 
Because of the secrecy and alleged elitism within lodges, there is strong 

opposition to the movement in many countries. 
A number of years ago, the group said they had written to the Equality 

and Human Rights Commission due to members being members are 
“undeservedly stigmatised”. 
https://royalcentral.co.uk/ 
 
Elon Musk fuels conspiracy theories with random 
tweets about Illuminati and Free Masons  

The Twitter owner and CEO is often at the heart of conspiracy theories 
due to the bizarre tweets he shares on the social media platform - this time 
fueling Illuminati theories. 

Elon Musk has raised a few eyebrows after posting a random tweet about 
the Illuminati. 

The Twitter owner and CEO is often at the centre of conspiracy 
theories due to the bizarre nature of his posts on the social platform. 

Yesterday (February 22) billionaire Musk posted a meme that appeared 
to sympathise with the secret society, which some conspiracy theorists believe 
runs the world.  

Musk’s post reads: “People always ask where is Illuminati.” 
The image contains a green pyramid with an eye at the centre - an image 

long been associated with the conspiracy. 
It continues: “But they never ask how is Illuminati.” 
The same image is then repeated, only this time the eye at the centre of 

the shape appears to be crying.  
In the 16 hours since the post was published it has received more than 59 

million views, 400,000 likes and more than 20,000 replies. 
One person tweeted a meme which read: “I didn’t have enough money to 

build a stone fence so I got the freemasons to do it for me”. 
Musk responded to the post by saying: “Doing all that masonry for free 

was not a sustainable business model!” 
https://www.dailystar.co.uk/ 
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From the Secretary’s Desk….. 
 

Brethren of NJ Lodge of Masonic Research and 
Education 1786, the next Trestleboard will be 
published on or about June 1, 2023. We are 
always looking for articles. All articles must be 
submitted by May 15th. 

 
Erich Morgan Huhn , Secretary 2023-2024          
NJ1786Secretary@gmail.com   

Craig M. Applebaum  
Vineland 69  

Worshipful Master 
856.207.1458  

rwapplebaum@aol.com  

Donald C. Elfreth 
Collingswood-Cloud 101    

Senior Warden 
856-325-7292 

elf11b4@gmail.com  

Scott Vicari  
USS NJ 62  

Junior Warden 
856-952-3459 

vicari427@comcast.net  

Franklin Cole 
Durand Lodge 179  

Treasurer 
732-492-4954  

cfa3@icloud.com  

Erich Morgan Huhn  
Congdon-Overlook 163  

Secretary 
973.270.4563 

NJ1786Secretary@gmail.com   

David P. Lorenc  

Mansfield 36  
 

Senior Deacon 
908.296.0960  

dpl0151@gmail.com  

Nicholas Vettese  Junior Deacon 
 

Glenn Cantor  
Ocean 89  
 

Tyler 
908-596-0805 

glenncan@optonline.net   

Howard Kanowitz 
Mizpah-HH 191  

Chaplain 
856-424-0489 

hzkano@comcast.net  

Officers for 2023-2024 
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