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America's isolation from war ended on December 7, 1941, when Japan staged a 
surprise attack on American military installations in the Pacific. The most devastating 
strike came at Pearl Harbor, the Hawaiian naval base where much of the US Pacific Fleet 
was moored. In a two-hour attack, Japanese warplanes sank or damaged 18 warships and 
destroyed 164 aircraft. Over 2,400 servicemen and civilians lost their lives. 

During World War II, the home-front of the United States supported the war effort in 
a myriad of ways, including a wide range of volunteer efforts by submitting to government 
managed rationing and price controls. 

There was a general feeling of agreement that the sacrifices of private citizens were 
made for the national good "for the duration" of the war and the ever civically-minded 
fraternity of Freemasonry wanted to do its fair share in helping to bring the war to a speedy 
conclusion. 

Freemasons starting in New York and elsewhere around the country answered their 
countries call for assistance and created several Masonic organizations to aid in the War 
effort including “The Masonic War Chest” (founded during World War I) after receiving a 
request for aid from the 

“Committee on Military Outreach.” 

A letter by the Committee on Military Outreach outlines their scope of the project: 

Committee on Military Outreach  
To the Grand Lodge of New York: 

Mission Statement and Scope of Project 

In an ever-expanding endeavor to present a 
working relationship with those who proudly serve, 
and have served, our great nation - The United States 
of America, The Military Outreach Committee of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York and its 
programs strive to both maintain and make new 
inroads into the lives and needs of these selfless 
military individuals and their families for the service 
and sacrifice that the principles of their duties enjoin. 

The Military Outreach program is designed to be 
interactive with the growth and commitment necessary 
to executing its mission statement. There currently 
exist many non-Masonic operations which strive to 
supply broad financial support. While this will always 
be necessary, the Military Outreach Committee 
believes that personal interaction is necessary to 
promulgate true involvement with the military 
community. 

The history of our Grand Lodge through the 
years has been punctuated with a number of worthy 
military support related programs, from the foundation 
of veteran relief groups, Charity Balls held for 
returning veterans, the Masonic War Chest donations 

From the East 
Bro. Martin Bogardus, Worshipful Master  
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T  P  3  

LODGE HAPPENINGS… 

NJ LORE 1786’s next meeting will be held at Union Lodge 19 at 9:30 
a.m. on Saturday, December 10. 

On the Agenda: 

· Short Business Meeting including discussion of attending the 
100th Anniversary of the George Washington Masonic Memorial. 

· Report of Committees 
· Election and Installation of Lodge Officers  
· A short paper will be presented by W.B. Craig Applebaum 
· Closing of Lodge 

  
Following the meeting we will be retiring to Arthur's Steak House and 
Pub, 644 Georges Rd., North Brunswick Township for lunch.  

NJ LORE Facebook Page —> https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=129198717253586&ref=content_filter  

from the Great War, hospital visitations, sending relief packages overseas through all 
conflicts, etc. These were all met with great success, and exemplified the patriotism we as 

Masons take great pride in…. 

Because of a clamorous demand, surging from the great body of individual Masons 
of the State of New York, for a concrete expression of fraternal solidarity in support of 
the War effort – the Masonic War Chest was created. 

It's stated purpose was "to bring the services and associations of Freemasonry to 
our Brothers and sons, and minister to the morale and welfare of all servicemen, who in 
this hour of national danger, have been called forth to fight our battles that America may 
live and preserve for itself and for humanity those privileges of individual liberty and 
independence which are the hope of 

the world. Through this fund we shall be prepared to meet the emergencies of 
calamity and disaster, and aid in administration of relief to those who then shall need 
our help, without hindrance or delay". - Annual Address of M.W. Henry C. Turner, 
Grandmaster, NY, 1942. 

The Masonic War Chest in New York State, set an ambitious goal of raising 
$250,000 (about $4,544, 647 adjusted for inflation) to be devoted to the interests of 
members in service and their sons. 

By May 5, 1942, they had already received $183,525 (about $3,143, 380 adjusted 
for inflation) in donations as reported by William F. Strang, Grand Master of Masons of 
the State of New York, at the 162d annual meeting of the Grand Lodge in the Masonic 
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Hall, 71 West Twenty-third Street, according to a 
New York Times newspaper article. 

Just a couple weeks later, on May 23, 1943, 
a New York Times article wrote that, “Mayor 
Fiorello La Guardia described the Freemasons 
efforts as ‘another expression of the cordiality and 
helpfulness that the city feels for all men in 
uniform’”. 

One of the first projects approved by the 
Masonic War Chest Committee of the Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State 
of New York was the new servicemen's dormitory, 
which was dedicated on May 22, 1943 at Masonic 
Hall, 71 West Twenty-third Street. 

By 1945, the Masonic War Chest was 
sponsoring 1108 enlisted men and 168 officers, 
almost all in their early twenties or still in their 
teens, on 42 Landing Craft Infantry Ships in the 
Pacific theater of war. Included for the soldiers 
were: Red Cross Kits for wounded servicemen as 
they were flown to military hospitals from battle 
zones abroad, strapped mirrors for the disabled; 
and equipment for Army convalescent centers in 
Pawling and Upton, New York. 

General Hospital, the Patio at Halloran 
General Hospital, and another Day Room in its 
Annex, and also installed a sound system at Fort 
Hamilton Hospital and Post for the servicemen to 
enjoy. 

In addition, radio’s, musical instruments, 
and phonographs were sent to thousands of servicemen in the recently occupied area of the 
Central Pacific. In a letter to the Masonic War Chest from from Admiral Joseph Mason 
"Bull" Reeves wrote, "I wish to express my sincere appreciation for your kindness and to 

assure you that the gift [of $10,000] will be used where it will 
have a widespread and beneficial effect on a large number". 

Throughout the War and immediately afterward, many other 
lodges kept busy with Savings Bond Drives, Masonic War Chest, 
and the United Service Organization campaign fund. Servicemen 
weren’t the only ones to give their life’s blood for their country. 
During the war, the Grand Master of New York asked for a 
minimum of 25 pints of blood to be donated by each lodge to 
support the War effort, and Brother Masons rallied behind the 
troops with most lodges meeting or exceeded expectations. 

As Masons, we should take great pride in our contributions in 
helping the U.S. to win the Second World War. Without the 
direct help of the Freemasons and other civic-minded 
organizations the war would most likely have been prolonged for 
another several years. The veterans of World War II "gave 
something of themselves to protect each and every one of us, to 
do what needed to be done – the dirty work of war," whether 
during World War II or the many other wars our soldiers have 
fought and died in. So, let’s take a moment to reflect on their 
sacrifices as we enjoy the freedoms we so dearly enjoy today! 



The United States Naval Institute is a private, non-profit professional association for 
the United State Navy and its sister sea services.  The association’s monthly subscription 
journal is the USNI “Proceedings.”  A recent “Proceedings” article addressed the perceived 
loss of a sense of heritage and a lack of service-related historical knowledge among current 
United States Coast Guard officer and enlisted personnel, most likely caused by a dearth of 
education in those areas.  (Why this current state of affairs exists within the USCG in spite 
two fine, somewhat recent drama films, “The Guardian” and “The Finest Hours,” is beyond 
my ability to comprehend.  But that is tangential to the point I will try to make below.)  

Me being me, this “Proceedings” article immediately brought to mind a like situation 
within the Craft, particularly within our base lodge membership.  

The ongoing, nearly intractable problem of effectively teaching Masonic history 
through improved education to individual Brothers has been addressed by this writer and 
others far more qualified to analyze it.  In order not to depress myself, I’ll not pick at this 
issue for now.  Very happily, however, with regard to a renewed awareness of New Jersey’s 
Masonic heritage, a light is dawning on the horizon.  
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From the West 
Submitted by Bro. Donald C. Elfreth, Senior Warden 

Important Information Concerning the 
December Communication 

Officer Installation for NJ LORE for the 2023-2024 term will take 
place on Saturday December 10, 2022.   

 

NJ LORE 2023-2024 Officers* 

Worshipful Master - Craig Applebaum 
Senior Warden - Donald Elfreth 

Junior Warden - Scott Vicari 
Secretary - Erich Huhn 

Treasurer - Franklin Cole 
Senior Deacon - Byron Collier  

Junior Deacon - TBD  
Chaplain - Howard Kanowitz  

Tyler - Glenn Cantor  

Installing Team  

TBD 
 

All attending are invited to join the officers and installation team 
for lunch at Arthur's Steak House and Pub, 644 Georges Rd., 

North Brunswick Township immediately following  
the meeting.  

* If duly elected. 
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In late August of this year our Grand Lodge held a service at historic Peachfield in 
Burlington County to commemorate John Skene.  Envisioned and inspired by the then-DGM 
(and NJ LORE PM) and current Grand Master MW David Tucker, organized and presided 
over by PGH (and LORE PM) RW Robert Howard, backed up academically by LORE 
Brother Eric Huhn, and supported logistically by Brethren from the 19th District, this 
commemoration was our first public event of what is planned to be ongoing and regular 
Grand Lodge efforts to support Peachfield and dig deeper into the life and circumstances of 
Brother Skene.  

Some background: Of course most of us are at least somewhat aware that John Skene 
is the first known Freemason to reside in North America.  He became a (presumably 
speculative) Mason in Scotland in the early second half of the 17th century.  At some point 
in time (presumably after he took his Masonic oaths) he converted to Quakerism and joined 
the religious Society of Friends.  In this he may well have been influenced by his mother, 
who was a noted Quaker leader and an acquaintance of George Fox and William Penn.  John 
Skene immigrated to the new English province of West Jersey, and eventually was 
appointed as its second Deputy Governor.  He held that office throughout the mid to late 
1680s.  He died circa 1695, and his remains were interred somewhere on the grounds of his 
farm in Burlington County, known as Peachfield.   

The current on-site house at Peachfield was built circa 1725.  This beautiful brick 
colonial home and the remaining acres of the original grounds are presently owned and 
lovingly maintained by the Society of Colonial Dames.   In the mid-1980s our Grand Lodge 
placed a memorial stone on the grounds in honor of John Skene.  However, during the 
ensuing decades our institutional memory of John Skene started to fade.  Thankfully, it is 
now being restored.  

So, MW Brother Dave has given us the mission and pointed us in the right direction.  
Now it’s our job to help see this project through to completion.  I can envision a dozen ways 
in which lodges and individual Brothers (and their families) can help, but I do not want to 
get ahead of any plans that may already be laid upon the trestleboard.  There is, however, a 
serious upcoming event which I will touch on, set for early April 2023: Peachfield will 
conduct an old-fashioned barn raising on site.  Since I have a passionate avocation for 
timber framed construction, I am quite over the moon about this.  

The staff and directors of Peachfield are extremely glad for any potential future help 
and support which our Grand Lodge might offer.  And here I mean “Grand Lodge” in the 
broadest, most diffused sense.  Sixteen years in the Craft and a dozen years as a Past Master 
have turned me into something of a cynic in certain aspects.  But I am inspired and grateful 
for the opportunities to serve that this renewed sense of heritage could have in store for me – 
and hopefully for all of us.   

As members of the New Jersey Lodge of Research and Education, we should strive to 
be accurate and precise. Our titles of membership should also reflect our attention to detail, 
and I am sorry to say, that they do not. Currently, our lodge grants three titles of distinction: 
Laureate, Distinguished Laureate, and Distinguished Laureate Emeritus. If a brother writes 
and presents five research papers, he is granted the title of “Laureate”; if he writes and 
presents 10, he is granted the title of “Distinguished Laureate”; and if a brother is still 
worthy of further recognition, the lodge votes to grant him the highest title of “Distinguished 
Laurate Emeritus”. 

The problem is that our highest title is inaccurate. In the collegiate world, the word 
“Emeritus” is usually reserved for a retired professor who has had a long and distinguished 
career. They may however, continue to teach a class or two as an adjunct. Referring to our 
brother as “Emeritus” implies that he is no longer active and no longer writing and 

Emeritus or Meritus? 
Submitted by Bro. Matthew Leilich, Junior Warden 
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presenting papers. So, calling someone Emeritus is kind of like saying their career with 
LORE is over. Dictionary.com defines the word Emeritus as: “retired or honorably 
discharged from active professional duty, but retaining the title of one’s office or position.” 
Additionally, Google dictionary defines the word as: “(of the former holder of an office, 
especially a college professor) having retired but allowed to retain their title as an honor.” A 
more appropriate word would be “Meritus” not “Emeritus”. Simply remove the letter “E”. 
Google dictionary defines the word as: “deserved, due.” 

Therefore, might I suggest a three-part proposal: First, our lodge should change our 
highest membership title from “Distinguished Laureate Emeritus” to “Distinguished 
Laureate Meritus”. Second, we should change our second highest membership title from 
“Distinguished Laureate” to “Laureate Meritus” in order to use more precise language. 
Third, our lodge should add a fourth title of membership for any brother who writes and 
presents two research papers. For some members, writing two papers will not seem as 
intimidating as writing five papers. It also might serve as the impetus for a brother who has 
never written or presented, he may want the title. I would like to suggest the following new 
membership titles: 

 1st title: “Junior Laureate” Write and present 2 research papers.  
 2nd title: “Laureate” Write and present 5 research papers. 
 3rd title: “Laureate Meritus” Write and present 10 research papers.  
 4th title: “Distinguished Laureate Meritus” Granted by vote of the lodge.  

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial  

Brethren, strong interest has been expressed by some of members of NJ LORE 
regarding participating in the upcoming George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial's 100th Anniversary of the laying of the its foundation stone. 

The dates for this event are Friday February 17 through Monday February 20, 2023.  

The Grand Master of Virginia has issued a blanket edict which allows all regular 
lodges under Grand Lodges in good standing with the Grand Lodge of Virginia to 
hold tiled lodge meetings inside the lodge rooms of the George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial. The rental fee is $475.00 
per lodge. Meeting time slots during the 100th 
Anniversary are available for February 17,  18, 
and 19.  

Any lodge wishing to march in Monday 
morning's parade, can do so by paying a $50.00 
fee.  

If a motion is placed at our Annual Meeting in 
December for LORE to participate in this event, 
membership approval will be required to 
register for these event and the associated 
expenditure of $525.00.  

If our Lodge votes to approve holding a tiled 
emergent meeting at the monument, the 
logistics can be worked out afterwards. The 
lodge can discuss if such a meeting will 
constitute our first meeting of 2023 or be held 
as an emergent.  

For more information on these events, visit 
https://gwmemorial.org for full details. 
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Union controversy as Freemasons “crash” state-school access event  
Controversy has erupted at the Oxford Union after members alleged that a group of 

Freemasons were present at a socio-economic access event. Their appearance in white tie 
caused particular upset, since a similar incident last year was supposed to have led to the 
Union planning events to avoid conflicts with the masonic lodge’s calendar. 

The event was claimed to have taken place on Saturday 22nd October, when 
Freemasons came into the Union Bar wearing white tie during an access social with the 
93% Club, Oxford University’s state-school society. This event was intended as a way for 
students from underrepresented socio-economic backgrounds to enjoy the Union in a less 
formal capacity, introducing its potential to be an accessible and welcoming space for all. 

Freemasons are members of social organisations which originally promoted freedom 
of religion and speech, but now mainly serve a social function. Their use of secret 
handshakes and rituals, as well as of formal dress at social events, has led to accusations of 
elitism. Masonic lodges also prohibit members from discussing their rituals with non-
members, which has led to the spawning of conspiracy theories about their practices. 

The social was originally held in the Goodman Library, but relocated to the bar when 
only four members of the 93% Club attended. One member of the Union Committee 
described the event as “Quite underpopulated compared to expectations, but everyone 
present seemed to enjoy it”. 

However, the appearance of suspected Freemasons, who bought drinks at the bar 
before walking out again, sparked outrage among some members of Committee, who 
objected to the fact they were wearing white tie, which they considered elitist. The incident 
caused particular distress by recalling an event last Hillary, when Freemasons allegedly 
walked into a larger socio-economic access event, and ate some of the food being served. 
Members of committee who were present described the Freemasons’ appearance as a 
display of entitlement and a “fuck you” to people from under-represented backgrounds. 

In light of this, those responsible for organising events at the Union were expected to 
account for the Masonic Lodge calendar when planning access socials. Failure to do this 

The Freemasons meeting outside the bar following the end of the access event. 

It Came from the Internet  
Submitted by Bro. Matt Korang, Editor 



satisfactorily caused the current Union Secretary Matthew Dick to come under fire in a 
Standing Committee meeting on Monday 24th. When questioned on his commitment to 
access, he said, “I apologise for the lapse in checking the Lodge calendar,” adding, “if I 
didn’t care about making the society more accessible, I would instantly resign.” However, it 
was also noted that the masons present on this occasion arrived unannounced and are also 
Union members, with one committee member telling Cherwell they were “powerless to 
remove them” for that reason. 

Other members of the committee raised concerns about messages Dick sent during the 
summer vacation, seen by Cherwell, where he joked: “I am a Freemason. I will crash the 
social this year in white tie”. 

Dick told Cherwell: “It is disappointing to learn that excerpts of private messages from 
many months ago that were exchanged privately have been misused and taken out of context 
to drive a false narrative. I would also like to reassure members that this sort of behaviour 
does not represent what most people in the Union stand for and would encourage members to 
attend Consultative Committee and other events where they can freely ask questions and 
make up their own minds.” 

In the meeting, he added: “access is absolutely not a joke to me. Why would I crash a 
social event that I organised?” 

One Committee member told Cherwell: “[Matthew] is in no way a Freemason, which 
made this joke particularly funny. It was understood at the time and in the context by 
everyone in the group chat to be a joke and is still very much seen as [a] joke.” 

There is also fear among committee members that the 93% Club may reconsider 
further partnerships with the Oxford Union as a result of this incident. However, President 
Ahmad Nawaz said of the Freemasons, “Being a fair president, I cannot remove people 
because they are in white tie.” 

Another committee member added: “the notion that working class students would get 
perturbed by four men in white tie getting drinks at the bar is deeply patronising towards our 
working class members. It is a shame that some members of Committee are weaponising the 
disadvantaged for political gain.” 

The Union plans to issue a formal apology and send formal emails to the Freemasons 
to “100% ensure” this does not happen a third time. 

A spokesperson for Apollo University Lodge said: “Members of the Lodge couldn’t 
have been present at, or ‘crashed’, the socio-economic social hosted by the 93% Club. The 
Union term card says this took place between 14:00 and 16:00. The photo in the article was 
clearly taken in the evening, and our dinner didn’t finish until 21:30, so members of the 
Lodge would only have arrived several hours after the event had ended. What’s more, 
members of the Lodge who go to the Union after meetings are members of the Union in their 
own right, and are permitted to use the facilities unless there is a private event (e.g. a ball). 
There may also have been people present in the bar who had previously been at the 93% 
Club event, but this is not the same thing, as members of the Union meet in the bar all the 
time. 

We are three organisations, two of which are exclusively for women. The two leading 
women’s Grand Lodges with whom we have the closest relationships are Freemasonry for 
Women and the Order of Women Freemasons. These two groups only admit women because 
that is the choice of their memberships. Both women’s organisations and UGLE prefer to 
practise our Freemasonry in single-sex environments. Due to our mutual respect and close 
relations, the United Grand Lodge of England regularly allows the two women’s Grand 
Lodges to hold meetings in our headquarters. 

“Moreover, kindness and charity are deeply ingrained within the principles of 
Freemasonry. For example, in 2020, Freemasons donated over £1 million to Covid-19 
related causes. We have also committed a further £2.1m to support the ongoing Covid-19 
crisis response. Of that £2.1m, £850,000 has been allocated to help homeless people through 
several charities with which UGLE partners, while £715,000 is earmarked to support adult, 
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young and parent carers. And closer to home, Apollo University Lodge supports seven 
annual bursaries for students who are already in receipt of the Oxford Bursary or a 
Crankstart Scholarship.” 

https://cherwell.org/ 

Malta has more Freemasons per capita than anywhere else. Here's 
how it started 

In Malta, Freemasonry has been relentlessly shrouded in controversy and mystery. It 
first appears on the island in the early 18th century, secretly enlisting members from the 
knights of the Order and from the upwardly mobile bourgeoisie and merchant classes.  

The German Balì Wolfgang Philip Guttenberg, now reputed to have been the pioneer 
founder on the strength of a lodge he built in Msida in 1730, had nothing in common with 
Freemasonry.  

Poor Guttenberg was a devout churchgoer obsessed with spreading the cult of the 
Virgin Mary. He did build a ‘lodge’ in Msida but it was a hunting lodge, not a Masonic one! 

Freemasonry has flourished in the island, to the extent that,  today, statistically there 
are more Freemasons in Malta per capita than anywhere else in the whole world. The two 
main streams of Freemasonry, the continental Grand Orient and the Scottish Rite, 
sometimes brothers, sometimes bitter rivals, both had their adepts in Malta. Not much is 
leaked about them. One of their guiding mottos reads: Audi. Vide. Taci. (Listen. Watch. 
Seal your lips). 

Rumours of Maltese political leaders being Freemasons have left their mark in 
history. When Ettore Bono, a waiter known as Terinu, swore in 1927 that, years before, he 
had personally served Lord Strickland wearing the Masonic uniform during a dinner of the 
fraternity, all hell broke loose. 

The episode enriched the Maltese language with a new word – terinata, for slanderous 
fake political news. Bono, a disreputable character, stuck to his story, even when promised 
to be spared jail if he retracted it. 

Old portraits or group photographs of Freemasons in Malta in their regalia prove 
extremely difficult to come by. 
 
https://timesofmalta.com/ 
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From the Secretary’s Desk….. 
Brethren of NJ Lodge of Masonic Research and Education 
1786, The next Trestleboard will be published on or about 
March 1, 2022. We are always looking for articles. All 
articles must be submitted by February 15th. 

Forward all articles and items of interest to Matthew 
Korang, Trestleboard Editor, matthew.korang@gmail.com 
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