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New Jersey Lodge of Masonic Research and Education meets on 
the second Saturday in March, June, September and December.  
Our next communication will be held on  
Saturday, September 26, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. at: 

 

Hightstown/Apollo Lodge No.41  
535 North Main Street 
Hightstown, NJ 08520  
 

All Master Masons are Welcome! 

Next Communication  

Trestl
Trestleboard 

NEW JERSEY LODGE OF MASONIC RESEARCH AND 

EDUCATION NO. 1786 

September 2015 



From the East 
WB David Tucker, Worshipful Master 
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From the East 
 

I hope all enjoyed their summer!  I also hope you took 
advantage of the opportunities for Masonic Light.  We 
had a great AMD In-Gathering.  The Masonic 
Restoration Foundation hosted a tremendous event 
nearby, in Philadelphia.  Opportunities for Masonic 
education is closer than most realize! 
 
I encourage all Members of LORE to travel and share 
their experiences.  Many of our Members are unable to 
travel and will enjoy hearing about your experiences.  If 
you have the opportunity to see something interesting 
and enlightening, Masonic or not, please consider 
writing something about it and share it with LORE 
members in our trestleboard.  Often I hear a Brother 
telling a story over lunch or dinner and I learn from the 
tale.  If we can publish these narratives in our issues, I 
am sure they would be enjoyed. 
 
If you have something you are interested in, please 
research it and write about it.  A paper written for your 
own edification can enlighten many Brothers.  
Encourage your Lodge Brothers to write and submit their 
papers to LORE.  When we hear new perspectives on 
Masonic topics, we are renewed in our consideration of 
the topic.  That is the purpose of Freemasonry and that is 
the special purpose of NJ LORE. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 
 
Bro. David Tucker, WM 2015 
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LODGE HAPPENINGSé 

NJ LORE No. 1786ôs next meeting will be held at the Hightstown/Apollo 
Lodge  No.41 on Saturday, September 26th, at  9:30 a.m.  

On the Agenda: 

¶ Short Business Meeting 

¶ The Masons Secret (A Collingswood Story), The Lady and the 
Mason, and other  original  poetryðBro. Martin Bogardus 

¶ The First Third PartyðBro, Raymond Thorne, PM 

¶ Lodges outside of NJ, Chartered by NJ Grand Lodge - Bro. 
Moises Gomez, PM 

Coffee and pastries will be served prior to lodge and lunch will be 
provided following. Hope to see you there! 
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Brethren, 

Now that the summer barbeques and beach/pool par-
ties are over, itôs time to return to our central mission 
of improving ourselves in Masonry. For our Septem-
ber meeting we have a nice selection of topics you 
wonôt want to miss! 

Bro. Martin Bogardus will be reciting two original po-
ems providing a humorous take on the Masonic expe-
rience. Bro. Ray Thorne will be talking about the first 
óthirdô political party in U.S. History, and Bro. Moises 
Gomez will be enlightening us about several Masonic 
Lodges outside of NJ chartered by NJ Grand Lodge.  

Come for the scholarship, stay for the fellowship! 
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The Masonic Restoration 
Foundation hosted its Sixth 
Annual Symposium last 
month in the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvaniaôs landmark 
Masonic temple in 
Philadelphia, bringing 11 
speakers to the podiumð
including a Past Master of our 
research lodgeðto share their 
ideas on improving the lodge 
experience with more than 
200 Masons from 25 grand 
jurisdictions across the United 
States and Canada, including 
a number of LOREôs officers 
and members. 

Founded in 2001, the MRF 
aims to reacquaint willing 
Masons with traditional 
Masonic practices that for 
various reasons had fallen into disuse over the years. From the festive board to Masonic 
education to adequate membership dues to respectful attire, these ideas and many more are 
promoted by the MRF to Master Masons at labor under grand lodges that are members of the 
Conference of Grand Masters of North America. Brethren willing to adapt these practices to 
their lodges are urged to ensure the jurisprudence of their respective grand lodges always is 
followed. 

The Philadelphia festivities began Friday, August 21 with a festive board. Not to be confused 
with a table lodge, the festive board is a communal meal and distinct toasting ritual, often 
with group singing, shared among Masons. With keynote speaker Robert Herd of Colorado, 
who spoke on ñFreemasonryôs Near Death Experience,ò this event set the tone for a weekend 
devoted to learning about preserving Masonic best practices as found in the Craftôs own 
history. 

The majority of lectures were presented the following day. The opening address was 
delivered by Bro. Andrew Hammer, Past Master and Secretary of Alexandria-Washington 
Lodge No. 22 in Virginia, and president of the MRF, who discussed ñThe Role of the MRF 
in North American Masonry.ò 

ñWe have now held the MRF Symposium in the two largest grand jurisdictions in North 
AmericaðOhio and Pennsylvaniaðwith the blessing and support of those Grand Lodges. 
What that should tell you is that at long last, the idea of brothers paying attention to detail in 
their Masonic laborðstudying the history, laws, and philosophy of Freemasonry; and 
working to carefully observe all of its precepts in order to build this thing we call observant 
Masonryðis finally being understood as one of the ways in which we can save this 
institution from what will otherwise be its certain demise,ò Hammer said. ñThe role of the 
MRF is to encourage you to study, to learn about Freemasonry, and then with that 
knowledge in hand to perfect the practice of this Craft in your respective grand jurisdictions. 
The role of the MRF is to encourage you to become the very best Masonic scholars, 
educators, and ritualists you can be, in order to defend the actual traditions of your own 
Masonic history. And here we are not talking about imagined traditions, or contrived ones, 
but real, verifiable ones than can be found in your own documents and the foundational 
documents of Masonry itself.ò 

Other speakers delved into the fine tuning of the Observant lodge experience, all knowing 

MRF Symposium Recap 



firsthand of what they spoke, from ñRestoring the Culture of an Existing Lodge,ò by Bro. 
Brian Skoff of Fritz Lodge 308 in Pennsylvania (the host lodge) to ñConstituting a New 
Observant Lodge,ò by Bro. Erastus Allen of Lodge Ad Lucem 812 in Pittsburgh. Bro. Dan 
Hrinko, a psychologist and author of The Craft Driven Lodge, of Arts and Sciences Lodge 
792 in Ohio, explored ñThe Initiatory Experience and Human Nature.ò Bro. Ryan Flynn, a 
highly gifted and accomplished artist who works in paints and stained glass, spoke, 
appropriately, of ñIncorporating the Fine Arts into the Lodge.ò Bro. Patrick Craddock of 
Tennessee, the mastermind behind The Craftsmanôs Apron, also spoke of his personal 
expertiseðthe Masonic apronðin his presentation ñAdmit Him if Properly Clothed.ò Bro. 
Jay Hochberg, of New Jersey Lodge of Masonic Research and Education No. 1786, imparted 
to the brethren the know-how of a certain mindfulness exercise using the Five Physical 
Senses that he believes would benefit Masons at the start of their lodge labors in ñCome to 
Your Senses!ò 

An Entered Apprentice Degree conferred by Fritz Lodge rounded out that Saturday. Not an 
exemplification, but a true initiation of a petitioner. Words cannot describe the young manôs 
face when the hoodwink was lifted and he saw more than 200 Masons from all over North 
America looking on in kind approbation. 

Sundayôs presentations were ingenious send-off messages. Bro. Shawn Eyer, editor of The 
Philalethes magazine and Past Master of Academia Lodge 847 in California, presented 
ñRestoration Through the Centuries,ò in which he recounted major events in Masonic history 
that typically are wrongly thought of as innovations, but in reality were restorations of 
previous practices, not the least of which inspired the creation of the first Grand Lodge of 
England in 1717. Bro. Oscar Alleyne, Master of Wappingers Falls Lodge 671 in New York 
and, honestly, a highly beloved brother about the apartments of the MRF, discussed ñCan 
We Transform a Brotherhood of Change?ò in which he challenged the brethren to take 
actionðas did our Masonic heroes Bol²var, Churchill, Mart², and others on the world 
stageðand not wait for others to shape the future of Freemasonry. 

Next yearôs MRF Symposium will be hosted in Asheville, North Carolina. Visit the MRF at 
masonicrestorationfoundation.org 
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Have you ever heard of 
Cleopatraôs Needle and do 
you know where it is? 

Cleopatraôs Needle is 
popular name for each of 
three (3) ancient Egyptian 
obelisks re-erected in 
London, Paris and New 
York City during the 
nineteenth century.  The 
obelisks in London and New 
York are a pair, and the one 
in Paris is also part of a pair 
originally from different site 
in Luxor, where its twin 
remains.  Although all three 
Needleôs are genuine ancient 
Egyptian obelisks their 
shared nickname is a 
misnomer, as they have no 
connection with Queen 
Cleopatra VII of Egypt and 
were already over a 
thousand years old in her lifetime.  The London and New York 
ñNeedlesò were originally made during the reign of the 18th Dynasty 
Pharaoh Thutmose III.  The Paris ñNeedleò dates to the reign of 19th 
Dynasty Ramessce II and was the first to be moved to re-erected as 
well as the first to acquire the nickname, ñLôaiguille de Cleopatreò in 
France. 

London and New York pair both are made of red granite and stand 
about 21metres (69 Ft.) high, weight about 224 tons and are inscribed 
with Egyptian hieroglyphs.  They were originally erected in the 
Egyptian city of Heliopolis on the orders of Thutmose III, around 
1450 BC.  The material of which they were cut is granite, bought 
from the quarries of Aswan, near the first waterfalls of the Nile. The 
inscriptions were added about 200 years later by Ramesses II to 
commemorate his military victories.  

Cleopatraôs Needle 
Submitted by Bro. John M. Lanorith ï Senior Warden 



The obelisks were moved to Alexandria and set up in Ceasareum - a 
temple by Cleopatra in honor of Mark Anthony or Julius Caesar - by 
Romans in 12 BC, during the reighn of Augustus, but toppled 
sometime later.  This had the fortuitous effect of burying their faces 
and so preserving most of the hieroglyphs from the effect of 
weathering. 

Across the pond the London Needle is in the city of Westminster on 
the Victoria Embankment near the Golden Jubilee Bridge.  It is close 
to the Embankment underground station.  It was presented to the 
United Kingdom in 1819 by the ruler of Egypt and Sudan 
Muhammad Ali, in commemoration  of victories of Lord Nelson at 
the Battle of the Nile and Sir Ralph Abercomby  at the Battle of 
Alexander in 1801.  Although the British government welcomed the 
gesture, it declined to fund the expense of transporting it to London.  

Meanwhile in the United States the Needle was brought to this 
country by Brother Lieutenant Commander H. H. Gorringe, U.S.N., 
the entire expense of which was born by the late Mr. William H. 
Vanderbilt of New York. 

When Gorringe lifted the monument, for the purpose of shipping it, 
he was surprised to find that under its base where many symbols 
which seemed clearly Masonic.  The Great Lodge of Masons in Egypt 
sent a committee of its best men to examine these emblems and give 
an opinion.  They were unanimous in the opinion that the emblems 
were Masonic, and gave the following definitions.  Gorringe had a 
drawing made, not only to show the emblems and their relative 
positions, but for use in replacing them when the shaft should be 
erected at New York. 

The Committee thought the stone, with figures resembling snakes, 
was emblematic of Wisdom.  They thought the ñaxis stoneò 
represented the trestle-board and the marked stone bore the mark of a 
Mark Master.  The two implements, the trowel and the lead plummet, 
are emblematic of Freemasonry; the white stone is the symbol of 
purity, as we always understood it. 

The Obelisk was brought to New York and erected in Central Park, 
where it now stands.  The corner stone was laid with Masonic 
ceremonies on October 2,1880 and the emblems were replaced 
exactly as they had been found at Alexandria.  
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There are times when researching a fine 
point of Masonic history can lead to 
additional facts that provide intense 
context. Last month brought the 225th 
anniversary of a moving event during 
the American Founding that intersected 
with a cherished moment in the story of 
Freemasonry. On August 17, 1790, 
President George Washington visited 
Newport, Rhode Island during a 
nationwide public relations tour. This 
visit generated two exchanges of letters 
with Washington. One involved the 
small congregation of Newportôs Jewish 
residents, and the other the Freemasons 
of the town, and both notes to 
Washington were sent by one Moses 
Seixas, acting in his capacities as both 
warden of ñthe Hebrew Congregation in 
NewPort, Rhode Islandò and as 
Worshipful Master of King Davidôs 
Lodge, which originated in 1769 in New 
York City as a lodge of Jewish Masons. 
Both letters to Washington are busting 
with raw awe. Washingtonôs replies 
exude humble gratitude and public 
service attitude. The correspondence 
documents the new nationôs fledgling 
commitment to religious liberty and the 
not unrelated significance of the first 
president being a Freemason. 

Space is limited in our trestleboard, so I must excerpt and condense the traded messages. 
First, from Jewish congregant Seixas to President Washington: 

ñPermit the children of the stock of Abraham to approach you with the most cordial 
affection and esteem for your person and merits, and to join with our fellow citizens 
in welcoming you to NewPort. 

ñWith pleasure we reflect on those daysðthose days of difficulty, and danger, when 
the God of Israel, who delivered David from the peril of the swordðshielded Your 
head in the day of battle, and we rejoice to think, that the same Spirit, who rested in 
the Bosom of the greatly beloved Daniel enabling him to preside over the Provinces 
of the Babylonish Empire, rests and ever will rest, upon you, enabling you to 
discharge the arduous duties of Chief Magistrate in these States. 

ñDeprived as we heretofore have been of the invaluable rights of free Citizens, we 
now with a deep sense of gratitude to the Almighty disposer of all events behold a 
Government, erected by the Majesty of the Peopleða Government, which to bigotry 
gives no sanction, to persecution no assistance, but generously affording to all 
Liberty of conscience, and immunities of Citizenshipðdeeming every one, of 
whatever Nation, tongue, or language equal parts of the great governmental 
Machine.  

Washington and Newport 
Submitted by Bro. Jay Hochberg, PM  


