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From the East

Jay Hochberg

Bro. Jay Hochberg, Worshipful Master

P.O. Box 264
Caldwell, NJ 07006

Greetings Brethren,
I thank all who participated in our by-laws amendment balloting of March 24.
The discussion before the vote was very helpful. Both proposed amendments passed,
and Grand Lodge already has given its approval. And so our next Communication will
be Saturday, June 9. Same time. Same location: Under Dispensation at Union Lodge
No. 19 in North Brunswick. And speaking of meeting Under Dispensation, I’ve been
informed that work on the restoration of the Trenton Temple is not proceeding as
planned, and therefore we should expect to remain at Union Lodge beyond the one year
originally advertised.
Our program for June 9 will consist primarily of a discussion on the so-called
“European Concept” and “Traditional Observance” lodges springing up all over the
country. There is a movement quickly spreading among our fellow Grand Lodges to
charter lodges that spell out standards of excellence and work hard to uphold them.
Small memberships, adequate lodge funding, solemn degree work, profound initiation,
and education, education, education are among the characteristics of the philosophic
Freemasonry practiced by brethren “from California to the New York Island.”
Everywhere I go to speak on this topic, those present marvel at how simple ideas can
rejuvenate the Masonic experience. Accompanying my presentation will be Senior
Warden Ben Hoff, who will explain to us the real “traditions” observed by Masonry
over the centuries. Knowing Ben’s expertise in ritual history, I sense he’ll likely
demonstrate that “Traditional Observance” is something of a misnomer, but more
importantly you’ll learn a lot about Masonry.
To round out the day, I’m going to invite the lodges to bring their new Master
Masons to LORE for a “Stump the Band” type of Q&A. The various recent one-day
classes and the traditional “way and manner” have brought many new Master Masons
into our fraternity and I’m hoping our Lodge of Masonic Research and Education can
broaden their horizons a bit. If you have expertise in New Jersey Freemasonry’s ritual,
history, jurisprudence, protocol and other disciplines, please make yourself available to
teach our new brethren on June 9. Hopefully this will be a successful program that we
can repeat at all of our Communications. Bring your lodge brothers.
To close on an admittedly less hopeful note, I’m concerned about the long-term
future of the lodge. As LORE begins its sixth year at labor, we are still struggling to get
members to the podium to present their research work. With a membership of about 90,
we really ought to have a minimum of, say, 15 Masons presenting their work during
each two-year term. The reality, I’m sorry and embarrassed to admit, is we have pretty
much the same three or four brethren doing all our work. I don’t think that is
sustainable. Four guys doing the work of a research lodge while 20 others watch and 60
or so others don’t even bother to attend is just failure waiting to happen. I don’t know
what you want out of LORE, but it seems to me that the few of us who are interested in
Masonic research and education could carry on at our leisure as an informal group and
leave the baggage of lodge responsibilities behind. If you disagree with that then we
need you to do the work of the lodge. If you disagree but still don’t want to do the work
of the lodge, then the die is cast and the widely held belief that Masonic education is a
(Continued on page 7)
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From the Editor’s Desk…..
Next Trestleboard will be published about September 1, 2007. We are always looking for
articles. All articles must be submitted by August 15, 2007.
Matthew Korang, PM, Secretary
mkorang@comcast.net
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Brethren,
You are cordially and fraternally invited to an Regular Communication of NJ Lodge of
Masonic Research and Education No. 1786 to meet on Saturday, June 9, 2007 at the Union
Lodge No. 19, 60 Cedar Ave., North Brunswick, NJ at 9:30 a.m.
Order of Business
- Continental Breakfast (served 9:00 a.m.)
- Opening Lodge (9:30 a.m.)
- Short Business Meeting
- Discuss Suspensions for NPD
- Presentations by members
- Closing
Officer’s Dress – Business Attire
Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey
Most Worshipful Douglas R. Policastro
620 Weston Drive
Toms River, NJ 08755-3271
732-240-6112

Like to Write?
Interested in Masonic History or Theory?
Why not consider submitting a paper to
NJ Lodge of Masonic Research and Education?
NJ Lodge of Masonic Research and Education is looking for individuals interested
in the history and activities of Freemasonry in both New Jersey and the world.
Only papers concerned directly with Freemasonry will be considered for
presentation and publication: The history of Lodges, active or demised; biographies
of Masons distinguished in the annals of Freemasonry; its ceremonies, usage, and
practices; the speculative or philosophical aspects of Freemasonry; and any other
Masonic subject of general interest to the Fraternity.
Interested? If you have a paper you would like to submit or would like more
information concerning writing and submitting papers, please feel free to contact :
Bro. Ben Hoff at 732-398-1230

From the Secretary’s Desk….
Please note—We will be voting on suspensions for NPD at the meeting
on June 9th. If you receive a registered letter from the Lodge concerning your
delinquent dues, assume that you are on the list to be vote upon. If your Dues Card
does not say May 2006—May 2007 then you are delinquent in your dues to the
Lodge.
Matt Korang, PM Secretary

Ancient Evidences
By G.W. Baird, PGM, District of Columbia
(Originally printed in The Builder Magazine—1915)

It was the good fortune of the writer to see the
great obelisk called Cleopatra's needle, as it stood at
Alexandria and also to witness the "opening of a
house" in Pompeii. The two Monoliths known as
Cleopatra's needles had been brought to Alexandria in
the time of the Caesars. They were originally in front
of the University at Heliopolis, that great school where
Moses, the law giver, was once a student. How long
they were in Heliopolis no one knows, nor it is known
when they were carved or erected.
One of these magnificent monuments was given
to England, and the other to the United States. The
latter was brought to this country by Brother
Lieutenant Commander H. H. Gorringe, U. S. N., the
entire expense of which was borne by the late Mr. William H. Vanderbilt, of New York.
When Gorringe lifted the monument, for the purpose of shipping it, he was
surprised to find, under its base, so many symbols which seemed clearly Masonic. The
Grand Lodge of Masons in Egypt, among whom there was a number of Egyptologists and
Archaeologists, sent a committee of its best men, at the request of Gorringe, to examine
these emblems and give an opinion. They were unanimous in the opinion that the
emblems were Masonic, and gave the following definitions. Gorringe had a drawing
made, not only to show the emblems and their relative positions, but for use in replacing
them when the shaft should be erected at New York.
A. A polished cube, of syenite. B. Polished square, of syenite. C. Rough and
irregular block of syenite. D. Hard lime stone with trowel cemented to its surface. E. Soft
lime stone, very white and entirely from spots. F. Axis stone, with figures. G. A marked
stone. H. Corner stone, found under east angle of lower steps.
The block C was believed to be the rough ashler; A the perfect ashler; the square B
is very distinct, and has been so identified with Masonry, in all ages, that its presence
added great weight.
The Committee thought the stone, with figures, resembling snakes, was emblematic
of Wisdom. They thought the "axis stone" represented the trestle-board and the marked
stone bore the mark of a Mark Master. The two implements, the trowel and the lead
plummet, are emblematic of Freemasonry; the white stone is the symbol of purity, as we
have always understood it.
A French Archaeologist, in New York, was the only person to question the opinion
of the Egyptologists, but as he was not a Mason, Gorringe thought he was not competent
to be a judge.
The Obelisk was brought to New York and erected in Central Park, where it now
stands. The corner stone was laid with Masonic ceremonies on the 2d of October, 1880,
and the emblems were replaced exactly as they had been found at Alexandria.
In the National Museum, at Naples, there is an equally remarkable evidence, which
(Continued on page 7)
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The Article Formerly Known As
Back Page Book Review
Bro. Jay Hochberg, Peninsula Lodge, No. 99

The late Harry Carr, noted Masonic researcher, and longtime editor of the journal of
the Quatuor Coronati Lodge of Research, made the following perceptive comment on the
nature of symbolism in response to a question about the point within a circle:
The ideal symbolism is that which is simple and immediately obvious, so that the
word or picture instantly conveys its own interpretation, e.g. the lily for purity, the lamb
for innocence, the level for equality. In most cases – and especially for the “working tools”
– the ritual itself gives an explanation, which is all the more satisfying because it is usually
so simple and clear. Occasionally, as with this “point within a circle” question, the
symbolism is rather obscure or it may bear a wide range of meanings; often the
accompanying ritual gives only a faint hint as to the interpretation.
My own particular choice for most obscure symbol, however, is the slipper, or lack
of a slipper, supposedly symbolizing fidelity, following the practices of the ancient
Israelites, as described in the Book of Ruth. It probably would have been Brother Carr’s
choice as well, if it existed in English ritual, which it does not. From the first time I heard
this explanation it struck me, quite frankly, as being contrived and un-natural. I remember
thinking at the time “They can’t be serious! What is so particularly faithful about a slipper
or bare foot” Over the intervening years, as I learned the ritual myself, and began to study
its sources and origins, I always kept an eye open for mention of that curious slipper. I had
to know if such an odd explanation had any ancient antecedents or alternative
interpretations, or whether it was, as it appeared to me, a forced and un-natural
contrivance.
My early researches seemed to confirm my suspicions that our slipper explanation
was an innovation, since at first I could find absolutely no reference to it prior to Webb in
the 1790’s. So I assumed that it must have been Webb’s innovation. For as much as Webb
copied Preston in much of his symbolic explanations, Preston had an entirely different
explanation for the treatment of the feet in the preparation. Moreover, Preston’s general
explanation, even if not his exact phrasing, still
is used in contemporary English, Scottish, and
Irish rituals. Likewise, the earliest sources of
Masonic Ritual and symbolism have little
mention of the symbolic reasons for candidate
preparation or other points of the ritual of
making masons. And none have any specific
explanations for a slipper, or for the baring of
feet, as a particular aspect of the ceremony of
making a Mason.
Sources from the early 1700’s sometimes
contain occasional symbolic explanations for
the points of the ceremonies. But the 1760
exposure Three Distinct Knocks is the first
source to devote an entire section of a lecture
to the symbolic reasons for the points of the
ceremonies. TDK’s EA lecture has three
sections: namely the recapitulation of the
degree, the reasons for the ceremonies, and the
(Continued on page 6)

“Solomon’s Builders” by Christopher Hodapp
Ulysses Press, 2007, 324 pp.
The author of “Freemasons for Dummies”
returns with a book intended to pre-empt the
fantasies of Dan Brown with a smartly written
dose of fact. In case you’re the last to hear, Mr.
Brown soon will follow his best-selling “The
DaVinci Code” with “The Solomon Key.” If the
former novel is any indication, the latter promises
to be a dizzying blur of half-factual, almost
possible pap alleging esoteric Masonic influences
in the purpose and design of Washington, DC.
Enter Hodapp, one of the new generation of
authors who write for Mason and non-Mason
alike. Hodapp is Past Master of two lodges in Indianapolis, including Lodge
Vitruvian, a “European Concept” Lodge that inspired other such lodges around the
country.
This book is divided into a dozen chapters, but is basically a book in two
halves. First there is a pretty impressive history showing where and when Masonry
and American culture intertwine. It’s easy reading and contains a few points that
may surprise you, although there are some assertions that will make you wish for
more endnotes. The second half is a wonderful step-by-step Mason’s-eye tour of
Washington that you are going to want in your hands the next time you’re in the
Federal City.
Chapter 11 is a virtual tour of 16 buildings of Masonic significance. You
already know about the famous House of the Temple and Washington Masonic
Memorial, but this virtual tour brings you to lesser known locations, such as the
Prince Hall Grand Lodge and Civil War Memorial; the Naval Masonic Hall, where
a few lodges still meet; and Gadsby's Tavern Museum and Restaurant in
Alexandria. Since no stay in our nation’s capital is complete without a visit to our
nation’s Capitol, you'll want Chapter 9 as a guide to all the paintings, statuary and
other art on display. The other “must see” stops are bound to surprise you. Terrific
book.

(Continued from page 8)

to when the ritual was written? Is there really a specific secret or it some sort of verbal
Rorschach Test, where you can extrapolate any meaning you want?
Does the fact the three never really went anywhere, only made a feeble attempt to
go to Ethiopia factor into the equation? Or is it something else?
Oh these Masons and their secrets!
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From The South

From The West

Bro. Raymond C. Thorne, JW

Bro. Ben Hoff, Senior Warden

Help stamp out the claim that the
only secret Masonry has is that it has no
secrets.

In my last Senior Warden’s message I briefly described
the different types of rods found in various lodges around the
world, principally varying in their length – long rods such as
we use, short rods or wands, and medium length staffs. I concluded with the idea that these differences in rod length lead
directly to differences in use. These differences are the subject
of this essay.

Masonry has secrets scattered all
over its ritual. Of course, the Worshipful
Master never says, “Attention, Candidate!
Here is a Masonic secret!” Instead, the
secrets are hidden in the best place possible--in plain sight.
Here is something I have puzzled
over since the night I was raised. And, no,
I haven’t figured it out yet.
After the ruffians did their dirty deed, they naturally tried to flee the country. They
didn’t try to hop a caravan east to Babylon or southwest to Egypt. They tried to escape by
boat. Logically, their first impulse would be to sail north, back to Tyre. But maybe King
Solomon and King Hiram had an extradition treaty.
What they decide--at least one of them decides, apparently on the spur of the moment--is to sail to Ethiopia.
Why Ethiopia?
If the ruffians had gone to Etzion Gaver (modern-day Eilat), it might have made
sense, since that was the port to Arabia, Ethiopia and other points south. However, some
craftsmen out searching for the murderers told King Solomon they had traveled in a westerly direction, emphasizing this by saying they were on the coast of Joppa (modern-day
Jaffa), where they met the same sailor who turned away the fugitives.
One does not casually sail from a Mediterranean port, such as Joppa/Jaffa to Ethiopia. It is possible to circumnavigate Africa and the Phoenicians were the first to do it. But
it would take time and much planning to gather supplies, a crew, and sufficient knowledge
to plot a course. And I doubt those three baddies could afford the trip, let alone have the
money with them.
Perhaps they planned to sail to Egypt and then up the Nile as far as possible and hoof
it from there. But that was probably another bad idea since King Solomon no doubt also
had an extradition treaty with the Pharaoh.
Graham Hancock (not a Mason), in his book The Sign and the Seal, claims he has
the answer, one which is actually more relevant to the Royal Arch Degree than the Master
Mason Degree. But his answer isn’t consistent with either the Master Mason or the Royal
Arch Degree.
So, was it soething as simple as trying to flee to a country that didn’t have an extradition treaty with King Solomon and not knowing geography? Or, because of the obvious
impracticality of sailing to Ethiopia, was that country chosen for some symbolic reason,
something that would make sense within the context of the overall story?
If it is symbolic, does it have to do with the Bible? Ancient history? History current
(Continued on page 9)
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The three-foot wands used in most English constitution
lodges are decorated with doves on both top and bottom, and
are often in different colors, typically black or red (JD) and
white (SD). They are kept in holders by the Deacons’ chairs.
When carried, they are held straight vertical, lightly gripped
about a quarter of the way from the top by the right hand, with
the elbow at the side of the torso, and forearm extended horizontally. Such short and delicate wands could never be used to
“knock” against the floor. Instead, lodges with these short
wands have their deacons “knock” with their left hand, or more
precisely, by guiding the candidate’s right hand with their left
while holding the wand in their right. (During the circumambulation, they knock on the Wardens’ shoulders, or on his extended right hand.)
The long rods in American lodges can be carried in any
number of ways. In some places, the rods are carried at a 45°
angle. Other places insist on a 23½° angle, representing the tilt
of the Earth’s axis of rotation. Still other places require the rods to be carried straight vertical against the body with the carrying hand straight down at the side. Short rods or staffs
can be held either as rods or as wands, and may be used to knock on the floor, except
when handled as short wands.
Some places are rigorous about insisting that officers with rods must carry them
whenever they move about the lodge. Other places insist, with equal propriety, that rods
should not be carried if it is clumsy to do so. Thus in New York, the SD attends to the
altar without his rod when opening and closing lodge. Perhaps we ought to consider
adopting this procedure as well?
There also is no uniformity about whether rods should be carried by the left or right
hands. Some places use a left hand carry so that the officer does not need to keep switching hands when giving signs, taking grips, adjusting lights, etc. Right hand carry is more
typical because candidates are conducted with the conductor’s left hand. Since movement
around the lodge is clockwise (with the path of the sun), and the candidate is to be viewed
by the assembled brethren, the conductor (carrying his rod) should remain inside of the
candidate during this progression, resulting in a right hand carry. This holds over to his
other duties.
The method of saluting while holding a rod varies depending on the type of rod
being used. To free the right hand, long rods are either grounded or carried on the left
side, depending on how long the officer carrying them will be either standing or moving,
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 4)

(Continued from page 3)

form of the lodge. Unfortunately, the “Reasons” lecture is not complete. The author
abruptly breaks off his recapitulation with this statement.

was discovered in the ruins of Pompeii, in
1896. The writer is indebted to the late
Brother S. G. Hilborn, then a member of
Congress from California, for a picture of
this "find" which is here reproduced in a
photograph.

There are some more reasons, but they are so foolish that they are not worth
mentioning; so I shall proceed to the Form of the Lodge, as follows.
At first I was frustrated that the lecture was discontinued, thinking that the slipper
explanation must have been among those “foolish” reasons the author omitted. As I
reflected on the matter, it struck me that the appropriate point for that explanation had
already passed in the lecture, since a reason for a bared foot had already been given:
Why was your foot made bare?
Our lodges being considered to stand on Holy ground, it alludes to a certain
passage of scripture, where the Lord spake thus to Moses from the burning bush, “put off
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon you standist is Holy Ground.”
From this it strikes me that the slipper explanation referencing the book of Ruth was
not in general use in 1760, at least in the circle of Antient lodges attended by the
informant.
(The above is open section of the presentation given by Bro. Hoff at our March 2007
Regular Communication.)

(Continued from page 5)

respectively. The short wands, on the other hand, are not designed to be grounded, and so
are always carried. But rather than switching from right hand to left hand, those Deacons
carrying wands will salute with the wand by passing the vertical wand in front of their
bodies from right to left and back again in a gesture suggesting a penal sign.
Another practice involving rods is the crossing or touching of rods, which is sometimes referred to as coping. (note: the archaic meaning of coping is to touch, meet, or
cross.) This procedure is most often performed with either long rods or medium length
staffs, but sometimes also with short wands. This is often done as a mark of honor or reverence. One common example is when the Deacons flank the WM or other dignitary, and
cross their rods over his head. Rods sometimes are coped by the deacons at the altar when
the chaplain, marshal, or whichever officer attends to the Three Great Lights. In this case,
the rods typically are held horizontally over the altar when crossed. This same procedure
may sometimes be used over the head of a kneeling candidate while he is taking the obligation. An entirely different version of coping is sometimes performed by the Stewards or
Masters of Ceremonies when acting as guards at the south and west gates. In this case the
officers symbolically bar admittance by crossing their grounded long rods until the Warden gives his permission for the candidate to pass. Obviously this procedure could only be
used in lodges where these officers are not part of the candidate’s circumambulation. But
variety in the manner of conducting candidates is a whole different story for another day.

P AGE 7

It is a mosaic table top, or altar top,
which was situated in the center of a
rectangular room, exactly as Masonic
Altars have ever been erected in lodge
rooms. The workmanship is excellent, and
the coloring, when the discovery was
made, was bright and fresh, but has
probably faded some, as all the Pompeii
colors have done. Mural paintings, so
many of which have been found in those
ruins, have all suffered the same fate.
This beautiful mosaic, which is
The mosaic referenced in the article found in a
believed to be the top of the altar, shows a Pompeii household. You decide if it has Masonic
references!
large square, above deaths head, with a
plumb line from the angle of the square to
the middle point of the crown of the head. From each arm of the square there is suspended
a robe; one was scarlet, the other purple, which are distinctive colors used in the Royal
Arch degree. Below the chin of the head is a butterfly, beautifully colored, and under the
butterfly is a circle, that Masonic emblem of Diety, without beginning or end.
In addition to this there were found, in the same room, several articles inherent in
Blue and in Royal Arch Masonry, a little urn, which is believed to be the pot of manna, a
setting maul, a trowel, a spade, a small chest, thought to be an imitation of the ark of the
covenant, and small staff, thought to be phallus. These evidences, potent as they are, are
confirmed by the inscription over the door of the house, which is DIOGENE SEN, which
means Diogenes the Mason.
The writer gives these facts as to the Pompeii find, as he received them from
Brother Hilborn. We have not been in Pompeii since 1878, when with General Grant, but
the existence of the altar top may be verified by a visit to the museum at Naples.
The evidence, to an enthusiast, is convincing; to the writer they seem every bit as
good, maybe better, than the evidence which Rome has accepted and propagated as to the
Apostolic succession.
(Continued from page 2)

waste of time will only be reinforced.
This is entirely up to you. The Wardens and I will help you with whatever
project you have in mind, but you must take the initiative.
Fraternally,
Jay Hochberg—Worshipful Master

