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From the East
Bro. Jay Hochberg, Worshipful Master

Brethren, we have a change of plans for our March 8 meeting. As you may
know, our lodge had been challenged to a contest of Masonic knowledge by
Harold D. Elliott Pyramid of the Ancient Egyptian Order of Sciots. The idea was
to have the lodge and the pyramid present competing teams to answer questions in
a quiz-show type of game. Volunteers to serve on these two teams were too slow
in coming for the event to work on time, so we’re postponing it. Each team needs
only three knowledgeable men who can answer questions on Freemasonry’s
history, symbolism, etc. It is hoped that a fun event like this will be a fitting way
to involve some of our sideliners in the action of the lodge. Anyone interested can
contact me and we’ll take it from there.
Instead, on March 8 we’ll have several different presentations for your
enlightenment. Please join us in welcoming Bro. Matthew Kauffman of Mt. Holly
Lodge, who will give his multimedia program “Light on Music,” an exploration of
this most human Liberal Art. Junior Warden Ray Thorne will present his longawaited paper on William Morgan. You know that the “Morgan Affair” continues
to blemish the reputation of our fraternal order nearly two centuries after the
events, but you probably do not know critical facts. You’ll want to hear what Ray
has to say. It probably is not what you’d expect. Senior Warden Ben Hoff has
prepared another of his wonderfully revealing talks on symbols in our rituals. As
for myself, I’m going to alert everyone to a wide variety of educational lectures
and conferences to take place this spring in New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania.
Brethren, please remember that LORE’s Book of Transactions can be picked
up at the Secretary’s Desk. We ask you to obtain your copy in this way to spare
the lodge the exorbitant cost of postage and to get our members to attend a
meeting. The lodge IS willing to mail the books to those who pay the postage in
advance. If you require this, please mail your $5 check, payable to “NJ Lodge
1786” to the Secretary. Dues for the new year are now payable as well.
Regarding Trenton, it is my understanding that there is a good chance that
LORE may resume meeting there in time for our next Regular Communication on
June 14. We’re working on a memorable program for that day. We’ll talk about
the details on March 8.
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Looking ahead to 2009, there is interest among some of our members to
work together in planning a trip to the International Conference on the History of
Freemasonry in Scotland. We’ll talk more about this too.

From the Editor’s Desk…..

Brethren, I’m looking forward to being with you again. Remember we open
at 9:30 a.m. and lunch will be served after we close.

Next Trestleboard will be published about May 15, 2008. We are always looking for
articles. All articles must be submitted by May 1, 2008.

Fraternally,
Jay Hochberg—Worshipful Master

Matthew Korang, PM, Secretary
mkorang@comcast.net
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Missed the last meeting?? Lost your most recent NJ LORE Trestleboard?
Want a copy of a paper presented at a meeting?

From The West
Bro. Ben Hoff, Senior Warden

Take a look at the NJ LORE website at

http://njlore1786.org
At our website, you will find all of the
latest information from copies of
Trestleboards and papers to important
contact information and meeting dates.
Be sure to check it out!!

Brethren,
You are cordially and fraternally invited to an Regular Communication of NJ Lodge of
Masonic Research and Education No. 1786 to meet on Saturday, March 8, 2008 at the
Union Lodge No. 19, 60 Cedar Ave., North Brunswick, NJ at 9:30 a.m.
Order of Business
- Continental Breakfast (served 9:00 a.m.)
- Opening Lodge (9:30 a.m.)
- Short Business Meeting
- Presentations by members
- Closing
- Lunch and Fraternal Discussion
Officer’s Dress – Business Attire
Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey
Most Worshipful John S. Ryan
1 Killdeer Glen
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-813-8511

From the Secretary’s Desk….
If you have not paid your dues for this year, you should have a second
notice with this month’s Trestleboard. If you wish, you can hand me your dues at
the next meeting in person.
At the December meeting, the brethren decided to forgo the mailing of the
Transactions Vol. II due to the considerable cost. It was decided that Brethren of
the Lodge would have to either pick theirs up in person or send me a check for
$5.00 for postage & handling. My address is on page 7, brethren. See you in
March.
Matt Korang, PM Secretary

What is a Shibboleth?
One of the more curious puzzles in
Masonic symbolism concerns the sheaf of
wheat in the Fellowcraft degree. The waterford seems to make some sense, as
commemorating the Biblical incident at the
passages of the river Jordan where the
Ephraimites could not pronounce the word
Shibboleth. But nowhere does wheat enter into
the story as we tell it. One of the several
versions of English ritual attempts to account
for the wheat, however, by asserting that the
initial battle between Jephthah and the
Ephraimites occurred in a wheat field by a
water-fall, after which the Ephraimites
retreated to the river. The symbol of a waterfall, sometimes depicted under a stone arch
bridge, and with a single stalk of wheat, is widely found in Fellowcraft tracing
boards and floor cloths from the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, and even to this day
in English ritual. The word ‘passage’ as found in the King James Bible’s account
of the story must have been interpreted by some Masons as a bridge, rather than a
ford. Evidently, there is a great deal of confusion among the craft over how these
symbols relate to the story.
The picture clears up considerably, however, when the meaning of the
ancient Hebrew word shibboleth is considered. In Biblical times the word had two
distinct meanings: an ear of wheat (which meaning continues into Modern
Hebrew); and a strong current of water – anything from rapids in a stream to a
waterfall or whirlpool. So the symbols of a single ear of wheat and a waterfall are
no more than depictions of the meaning of the word itself. But an ear of wheat is
not a sheaf of wheat, and a waterfall is not a water ford. So we are not out of the
woods yet. It is relatively easy to see how ‘sheaf’ could be substituted for ‘ear’ in
American practices. The phrase ‘ear of wheat’ sounds clunky and unnatural to
Americans, who are used to thinking of an ear of corn or maize, rather than wheat.
But ‘sheaf of wheat’ comes naturally to our lips. In a time when ritual was
transmitted (almost) entirely by mouth to ear, and with knowledge of the actual
meaning of the symbols forgotten, this substitution seems quite natural and
understandable.
The substitution of water-ford for water-fall, as simple and
similar as it may seem to the sheaf for ear substitution, has a
forced rather than a natural quality to it. The term ‘water-ford’ is
as cumbersome to our ears as ‘sheaf of wheat’ is natural.
(Continued on page 4)
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Masonic Book Review

Undoubtedly someone must have thought that the symbol should commemorate the
place where the action took place, since a ford can in no way be misconstrued as a
rapids or waterfall. Rivers can only be forded where they are shallow and the
current is slow. Since most biblical scholars think the ‘passages of the Jordan’
referred to fords, it seems that some opinionated persons – not that we have them in
our fraternity – must have thought they were merely correcting the ‘obviously’
erroneous water-fall usage.

Bro. Jay Hochberg

This tendency to embellish, repair, or otherwise ‘restore’ the interpretation of
symbolism has long been a practice among Masonic ritualists, and has left its mark
in many places. Even in cases such as the Ephraimites episode, where there is a
Biblical story for reference, different versions of the story with various
interpretative explanations have been used among
What was a Judge of Israel?
Masons. Our version is closer to the biblical account
than some, but still has some significant departures. Biblical judges (Hebrew: shoftim)
were chief magistrates of the
For instance, our catechism says that the pass was Hebrews in the ancients' sense
instituted to ‘distinguish the friends from the foes of (against the principle of separaIsrael’. The only problem is that the Ephraimites tion of powers), distinct from
were themselves one of the twelve tribes of Israel, modern, merely judicial judges.
despite their different accent. As an aside, reference While judge is the closest literal
to any Bible atlas shows the Ephraimites inhabited translation of the Hebrew term
used in the Bible, the position is
the area north of Jerusalem in the vicinity of the more one of un-elected nonmodern day town of Ramallah, while Gilead was hereditary leadership than that of
legal pronouncement, once in
east of the river in modern day Jordan.
Another difference is that our version of the
story states that Jephthah stationed guards at the
passages to prevent the Ephraimites from escaping
(toward Jerusalem, as it turns out), but the Biblical
account has the entire Gileadite army taking part,
and without any specific instructions from Jephthah.
The Bible explains the Gileadites’ lack of mercy
toward their vanquished fellow Israelites by their
anger at being taunted by the Ephraimites, who said:
“Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the
Ephraimites, and among the Manassites.” (The
Manassites were another of the twelve tribes of
Israel, whose territory included Gilead.) Apparently
the Ephraimites considered the men of Gilead to be
the stubborn and rebellious people, not the other
way around. But the story does not seem quite as
noble using the strictly Biblical account of a nasty
intra-Israelite tribal squabble. So it is no wonder that
we ‘broke off the corners of rough stones, the better
to fit them to the builder’s use’, as it were, in
creating a less disturbing, and more elevating story.

office comparable to a king (but
not anointed). In the Biblical
context of the Book of Judges,
the term designates those who act
as deliverers. The word, however,
means more than this: it refers to
leaders who took charge of the
affairs of the tribes in case of war
(like a war king amongst the
Germanic tribes, for example),
and who assumed leadership of
their respective tribes in the succeeding times of peace. In accordance with the needs of the time,
their functions were primarily
martial and judicial.
In the book of Judges the term
judges (shôphitîm ) is applied to
the leaders of Israel, and would
seem to indicate that their right
was Divine (Judges 10:2, 3). The
office of judge differed from that
of king only in the absence of
hereditary succession.
(Excerpt from Wikipedia)
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“Freemasonry: An Introduction”
By Mark E. Koltko-Rivera, Ph.D.
The LVX Publishing Co., 2007, 89 pages.
As grand lodges struggle to find the
best way to tell modern men about
Freemasonry, the publishing industry
keeps producing reliable books that do
precisely that. What distinguishes Bro.
Koltko-Rivera’s effort is how it
accomplishes many daunting feats despite
weighing in at so few pages. Its brevity
makes it an ideal presentation for new
initiates and potential petitioners alike and
its thoughtful, candid explanation of
Masonic matters can allow our lodges to hand out this book with confidence.
In easily digestible chapters titled “How Freemasonry Works,” “How to
Become a Freemason” and others, the author converses with his reader on a
very common sense level, avoiding the temptation to embellish and adorn.
This is not to say Bro. Koltko-Rivera speaks simplistically either; in fact the
chapter “Why Men Become Freemasons,” contains a very thoughtful
explanation of what initiation is and does, as well as some serious talk on
how the Craft can help a modern man overcome the subversions of modern
life. This is a writer who shows his respect for his reader by talking about
big ideas. Freemasonry is presented as a conservator of civilization that
unites serious men of all kinds of backgrounds. The first four pages of
Chapter Three serve the invaluable duty of describing one fictional brother’s
evening at his lodge.
“Freemasonry: An Introduction” speaks plain truths about our
fraternity. Yes, the names of illustrious historical figures are mentioned, and
yes, the fun and philanthropic inclinations of Masonry are discussed, but the
story told in this book is of a venerable philosophical society that is perhaps
needed more now in the world than ever. For the determined reader, the
author lists scores of other books and papers for deeper investigation into
Freemasonry.
Our author also is responsible for a variety of booklets that explain the
meanings of the Scottish and York rites and other Masonic organizations.
His new blog, intended to provide a forum where education Masons can
trade ideas, can be found at: http://masoniceducationcabal.blogspot.com/
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NJ LORE NO. 1786 — MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The Initial Membership Fee is $ 25.00 and the Annual Dues are $25.00. A personal
check, bank check or money order made out to “NJ Lodge No. 1786” in the amount
of $50.00 must accompany this application.

Mail to our Secretary: WB Matthew Korang / 106 Wayland Rd. /
Delran, NJ 08075
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It Came From The Internet
Bro. Matt Korang, Secretary

Found these gems on the Internet website “The Brick Testament”. For those of
you reading that do not really understand what happened in Judges 12:1-7, this
visual presentation may just help!

Please clearly print or type the following information
£ Brother £ Dist. Brother £ WB

£

RWB

£ MWB

Name_______________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________ Zip _____________

Jephthah mustered the men of Gilead and
fought the Ephraimites.
.

The Gileadites defeated the Ephraimites
and captured the fords of the Jordan.

Telephone (home) ________________ (business)_____________________
Fax _________________ E-mail _________________________________________
Lodge Affiliation (Mother Lodge or Lodge currently attending)
Your Lodge Secretary must sign and seal this section of the application indicating that you
are in good standing.
Name

________________________________________ Number _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________
Grand Lodge of New Jersey _____ Grand Lodge of ________________________

Whenever Ephraimite fugitives said, 'Let
me cross,' the Gileadites would ask, 'Are
you an Ephraimite?'

If he said, 'No,' they would say to him, 'All
right, say "Shibboleth".'

If he said 'Sibboleth' because he could not
pronounce the word correctly...

They would seize him and kill him by the
fords of the Jordan.

Signature of Lodge Secretary ____________________________________________

“I respectfully represent that I am a Master Mason in good
standing in a Lodge of Master Masons in the State of New
Jersey or in a Grand Jurisdiction with which New Jersey
maintains fraternal relations and do hereby make application
for membership.”
Your Signature________________________________________________

LODGE
SEAL
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(Continued from page 6)

From The South

I have also heard stories of candidates who did not have to learn the
examinations bothering to learn them because they felt something was missing by
just witnessing the three degrees and not learning anything about them.

Bro. Raymond C. Thorne, Junior Warden

Beating A Dead Horse To
Death, Part 1: In a few past columns, I
asked why the Ruffians wanted to sail
to Ethiopia when such a journey was
so impractical as to be virtually
impossible, especially giving the
apparently casual inquiry to the
Seafaring Man. I received many ideas
and observations, none of which
satisfied me.

My advice to any instructor, for what it is worth, is that after teaching the
candidate the required examination, teach him fundamentals of the old
examination--the Obligation, the Working Tools, the Lodge of the Holy Saints
John at Jerusalem, what a sign is, etc.

However, I have come across
something in the Odyssey, and I think
the blind Ancient Greek poet hit a
Homer. According to Allen
“You guys back again???”
Mandelbaum’s translation, which I
recently read, the Ethiopians are
described as “the most remote of men (they live in two divided parts--half, where
the sun-god sets; half, where he starts).”

Kicking A Horse That Might Just Be Napping Department: The plans for a
showdown in Masonic knowledge between LORE and Harold D. Elliott Pyramid
#1 will not take place this meeting. Perhaps another contest of Masonic
knowledge will manifest itself someday. Let me leave you with this question that
I will answer at our next meeting, March 8, 2008: What event, unique in the
history of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, occurred one hundred and forty-two
years and one day before our next meeting?

So, it would seem, by asking if the Seafaring Man if they can sail to
Ethiopia the Ruffians are saying, “Can you take us as far away from here as
possible?”
This, I think, is the easiest and best answer.
Beating A Dead Horse To Death, Part 2: In an attempt to nurture more
candidates to completion of their journey through the Degrees, the method of
instructing candidates has changed. The degree booklets that the Mentors are
supposed to review with their charge are good and enlightening.
However, what one hand giveth, another taketh away.
In a previous column I complained that one problem of one-day classes was
that the candidate misses out on the light imparted by the examinations. The new
version of the examinations are little more than the grip work. They no longer
impart the light that only comes with learning--not just listening to--ritual.
It has been my experience that if a candidate wants to learn the examination,
he will. No matter how hard it is for him to memorize. No matter how difficult it
is for him to meet with his instructor. It might take him longer than the target date
set by the Master, but he will learn the Exam.
Conversely, it has also been my experience that if a candidate has no interest
in learning the examination, he will not learn it. No matter how easy it is for him
to memorize. No matter how convenient it is for him to meet with his instructor.
He just cannot/will not be bothered. Period.
(Continued on page 7)

Finding it tough to figure out the meaning of all those symbols and allegories?
Hit a wall in your search for Masonic Knowledge??
Just frustrated with the same-ole, same-ole boring meetings???

Then it’s time you gave NJ LORE No. 1786 a try!!!
Come out to our next meeting on Saturday March 8, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.
We guarantee you will not leave a meeting without learning something new.

Stop being frustrated and start enjoying Freemasonry again!!!

