NEW JERSEY LODGE OF MASONIC RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION NO. 1786
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NJ Lodge of Masonic
Research and Education’s
purpose is to foster the
education of the Craft at
large through prepared
research and open
discussion of the topics
concerning Masonic
history, symbolism,
philosophy, and current
events.

Next Communication
New Jersey Lodge of Masonic Research and Education meets on
the second Saturday in March, June, September and December.
Our next communication will be held on

Saturday, June 13, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. at:

Hightstown/Apollo Lodge #41
535 North Main Street
Hightstown, NJ 08520
All Master Masons are Welcome!
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From the East
WB David Tucker, Worshipful Master

What aspect of Masonry has made a difference in your life?
Have you used one or more of the Working Tools to help guide
your behavior? Do you reflect upon the Four Cardinal Virtues to
fortify your mind? How have you used Masonic Light to enhance
yourself? If you cannot immediately give an example – you are
not applying our Craft as it was intended.
Our Masonic experience is intended to make us more
enlightened. Our journey should make us more aware, of
ourselves and of each other. Let us not forget that the main
objective of our efforts is to make good men better. We do that
by thinking – and then turning those thoughts into action. NJ
LORE plays an important part in these efforts. Make sure you are
making a conscious effort to better yourself through your
Masonry!
Common Question: How can I prepare myself to be a
Worshipful Master?
Being a Worshipful Master is more of a journey than a
destination! A Worshipful Master governs his Lodge. A
Worshipful Master leads his Lodge in a direction. (Hopefully, not
backwards.) A Worshipful Master works with his Brethren to
provide all of the things a Lodge should supply to the Members.
Sitting in the East requires a knowledge of ritual and a good dose
of psychology. A Worshipful Masters learns as he leads.
The Perfect Ashlar is a great resource for a Mason to
understand the fraternity. It provides direction and examples for
success. In its pages are rules and best practice guidelines. In the
Ashlar you can gain a strong foundation of knowledge of the
duties and responsibilities of Worshipful Master. The
government of a Lodge is dictated by our protocol and the
Constitution and Bylaws. The vision for your Lodge is directed
by the Masonic Light burning in you! Use the two wisely and
you can’t go wrong.
See you all at the next meeting, brethren!
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From the West
Submitted by Bro. Jack Lanorith, SW

Qualifications for true Master Mason
Many a man joins our fraternity for all the wrong reasons - to get
help finding a job, to say he is a mason, or wear a masonic ring.
Every true mason has come into the realization that there
is but one lodge and that is the universe and one brotherhood composed
of everything that moves or exists in any of the planes of nature. He
realizes his vow of brotherhood and fraternity is universal. Every true
mason knows that a broken vow brings with it a penalty. Let him also
realize that failure to live mentally, spiritually, and morally up to one’s
highest ideals constitutes the greatest of all broken oaths.
All true masons know that there work is not secret , but
they realize that it must remain unknown to all who do not live the true
masonic life. The Master Mason realizes that charity is one of the
greatest traits which the elder brothers have unfolded. He also
recognizes the value of seeking the truth wherever he can find it.
The fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man were
united in the completion of his eternal temple, the great work of
which all things came into being and which all shall glorify their
creator.

LODGE HAPPENINGS…
NJ LORE No. 1786’s next meeting will be held at the
Hightstown/Apollo Lodge #41 on Saturday, June 13th, at
9:30 a.m.
On the Agenda:
•

Short Business Meeting

•

The 4 Cardinal Virtues - WM David Tucker

•

Making Your Mark In The Royal Arch: Mark Master
Degree - Bro. Martin Bogardus

•

Masonic Safari - Bro. Korsniak (If Time Permits)

Coffee and pastries will be served prior to lodge and lunch will be
provided following. Hope to see you there!
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The Ease of Starting Research
Submitted by Bro. Jay Hochberg, PM

Our research lodge, like many research
lodges, would profit from having more
brethren engage in the research of Masonic
topics and the presentation of their findings.
That’s what we’re here for, but obviously there
sometimes is a shortage of participants, and
I’ve always thought this is attributable to an
uncertainty of what to do and how to begin. It
is not nearly as daunting as some fear. The
best thing to do is think of a question you’d
like to see answered, and answer it yourself;
your question becomes your thesis, and by
hitting the books, you hopefully will find the
facts that support your thesis, thus answering
the question. But then there are occasions
when an idea just falls into your head unexpectedly.
In recent years I have made my summer reading familiar reading. I
dust off books I had enjoyed many years ago. Recently, I rediscovered
Theodore White’s Making of the President series—his quadrennial history
books based on the political and social forces that produced, the way
pressure transforms coal into diamond, U.S. presidents from 1960 to 1972.
His 1964 book provides an amazing detail that is exactly the kind of fact
that could spark an illuminating Masonic research paper.
Chapter Six, titled “Freedom Now: The Negro Revolution” (remember,
this was published 50 years ago), recounts the birth of Martin Luther King’s
nonviolent civil disobedience campaign to end segregation in the American
South, beginning in Birmingham, Alabama. Excerpted: “Full plans were
drawn up after Thanksgiving, 1962. In December the Alabama Christian
Movement leaders met with King at his Atlanta headquarters in the Masonic
Lodge building at 334 Auburn Avenue and decided to launch their protest
just before Easter.”
It’s just a passing reference to a Masonic lodge. Either writer or editor
easily could have omitted it, but it remained in the text with hundreds of
other minute details that give the book intimate context and deep color. I
probably noticed the reference when I read this back in high school because
my grandfather was a proud Mason, but obviously that sentence appears
larger to me today, but I found it odd this time that the lodge’s street
address would merit mention.
Enter Google.
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It has been an accepted fact of life for a number of years that Google
and its rival search engines are primary working tools of not only
researchers, but everyone who needs to find a fact from somewhere
immediately. We must remember though that the internet does not contain
all that is known, and also that absence from the internet does not prove
nonexistence. Anyway, my cursory look around for something about 334
Auburn Avenue immediately yielded a flickr.com post by someone
named Wally Gobetz from two years ago. Excerpted:
The Prince Hall Masonic Temple, located at 334 Auburn Avenue NE,
was built in 1937, with an addition in 1941, for the M.W. Prince Hall
Grand Lodge of Georgia, under the leadership of prominent black leader
and Grand Master John Wesley Dobbs…. [It] currently houses the national
offices of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), an
African-American civil rights organization. The SCLC traces its origins
back to the Montgomery Bus Boycott by the Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA), under the direction of Martin Luther King, Jr., following
Rosa Parks’ arrest in 1955. As boycotts spread across the South, leaders of
the MIA met in Atlanta on in 1957 and founded the Southern Leadership
Conference on Transportation and Nonviolent Integration, which was later
shortened to the Southern Leadership Conference and eventually changed
to the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Under the direction of its
first President, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the SCLC was run out of the
first floor of the Prince Hall Masonic Temple.
There is no shortage of curious thinkers among our Prince Hall
brethren, who have research lodges as well, so it would be foolish to think
this fact has not figured into Masonic research already. I offer it here only to
illustrate how a history book that has nothing to do with Freemasonry can
include one ticking sentence which could prompt a thinking Mason like
yourself to seek all kinds of facts of history, society, and biography. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was not a Freemason, but perhaps it could be shown that
brother Masons,
famous and obscure
alike, served at the
center of the Civil
Rights movement—a
distinction equally
worthy of the
veneration we hold for
those Masons who
were active in the
founding of our
nation.
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It Came From The Internet
Submitted by Bro. Matthew Korang, Secretary

LA Cops Cracked Down on a Bizarre Illuminati-Loving
Club of Alleged Police Impersonators
In what is either the exposing of a secret, shadowy cabal that has governed
the planet for 3,000 years or a simple case of a few weirdos, three alleged
members of a bizarre organization known as the Masonic Fraternal Police
Department were arrested last week in Los Angeles.
According to an LA Times story published on Wednesday, Brandon Kiel, a
member of California Attorney General Kamala Harris's staff, was among the trio
locked up under suspicion of impersonating cops. The other arrestees were
Tonette Hayes and "Chief" David Henry, and all three were released later that day,
the paper reported.
So, what exactly is the Masonic Fraternal Police Department? That's a tricky
question. The group's website claims that it was created by the Knights Templar in
1100 BC, and that they are "the oldest and most respected organization in the
'World.'" It also says the group has jurisdiction over 33 states and Mexico.
The homepage features pronouncements apparently written by Chief David
Henry, such as the following, which appears to have been pulled straight from a
bottle of Dr. Bronner's Magic Soap:
“I Most Solemnly & Sincerely Promise & Swear to Protect & Serve &
Uphold The Constitution & By-Laws of That Grandmaster & That Sovereign
Jurisdiction So Help Me God Amen, Amen, Amen Fraternally Faithful, Absolute
Supreme Sovereign Grandmaster Henry 32° 33° X°”
Accounts that appear to be linked to Henry on Google+ and YouTube refer
to him as "Illuminati
Grandmaster Henry X," a
mystical eccentric who poses
for photos looking like
someone who might guard the
Tower of London in the year
3000.
Other posts feature
masonic-themed jewelry and a
photo of Jay-Z and Denzel
Washington doing the "Merkel
Diamond" hand gesture. Then
there are pictures of "officers"
in Henry's "police force"
posing in real-looking police
uniforms.
And that part seems to be
the problem: In addition to
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playing adult dress-up and probably having a great time, the group is alleged to
have broken the law by mailing letters to police chiefs all over Southern
California back in January declaring Henry their chief. Afterward, Kiel—who
works for the California Attorney General—called around and tried to schedule
meetings with law enforcement officials. That triggered an investigation into
whether their activities constituted an impersonation of police officers, which is a
no-no and can result in six months in jail and a $2,000 fine.
Not only are they not real police, the Masonic Police don't appear to be
actual Masons. Chris Hodapp, a Freemason and avid writer about all things
Freemasonry, told VICE in an email, "Obviously, legitimate Freemasons are
shocked and appalled by these impostors. They don't even belong to a regular,
recognized lodge. They seem to be more of an internet figment of their own
feverish imagination."
In response to an inquiry about Kiel, California Attorney General Kamala
Harris's press secretary told VICE, "He works at the Department of Justice but is
on administrative leave. We cannot comment on the ongoing personnel matter or
criminal investigation."
http://www.vice.com

Freemasons: Fake lodges are springing up, and Beyoncé
and Jay-Z are to blame
Freemasons, the fraternal organization based on medieval fraternities of
tradesmen, once operated in secrecy for centuries, so it was bizarre when three
self-proclaimed members were arrested and charged for impersonating police
officers.
The three people, including a low-level aide to state Attorney General
Kamala Harris, had gone around to various police departments introducing
themselves as officers of the Masonic Fraternal Police Department. It set off
questions by authorities who have launched an investigation.
Several Masonic lodges in Southern California say they were baffled by the
news, too.
But some members suspect bogus Masonic lodges are to blame. Christopher
Hodapp, a 33rd degree Scottish Rite Freemason and the author of "Freemasons for
Dummies," says stars like Beyoncé and Jay-Z led to their rise.
"They use a lot of Masonic symbols in their music videos and on their
albums," he says.
Even though their connections are treated as an online joke that spawned
sites like Is Beyonce the Illuminati?, Hodapp believes that celebrities are driving
up genuine interest in Freemasonry, especially among millennials and AfricanAmericans.
However, he says these groups are unsanctioned and capitalizing on the
attention: "They're bogus money-making schemes."
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Hodapp adds that official
Freemason lodges are more
subtle and community-focused.
"You vote on candidates,
you investigate candidates, you
generally have some Masonic
education, and then you adjourn
and go and have dinner," he says,
describing a typical meeting.
Hodapp says lodge
members range in ages from 18
and up and reflect the local
community; for example, most
lodge members in South L.A. are
African-American, according to
the LA Weekly.
Jamaican 'Dancehall King' Shatta Wale new single
Also, Masons are only
secretive because they had more
than enough members for decades, says Hodapp. He estimates there were 5
million Masons worldwide in the 1940s and 1950s.

Many of those members are now dying off. Freemasons have a policy not to
recruit – only solicit new members.
But many lodges are trying to attract people by opening themselves up.
Hodapp says the Internet has been an important tool because lodges can post their
contact information publicly so people can reach out to them.
"We're starting to grow again, very slowly," he says.
http://www.scpr.org

The Catholic/Muslim/Freemason Alliance—The unintended
message of the Church’s wildest critics
“Don’t get me wrong. I love Catholics,” he said. People like Jim Nations
always do, even when they’re claiming that the Church those Catholics love is
malevolent and mendacious. Despite all the gains in friendship between divided
Christians, the outer fringes of conservative Protestantism include some people
who think the Catholic Church is a Big Bad Really Devious Wicked Thing in
league with Other Forces of Darkness.
For example, the man who makes sure you know he loves Catholics and the
television show that features him. Reports Bob Sullivan, writing in the latest issue
of Catholic Answers: Nations, a colleague of televangelist Jimmy Swaggart, tells
a church group that “the Jesuits invented the Freemasons as a fake Christian secret
society, in an effort to reverse the reformation and create a ‘One World Order.’”
As Nations himself put it on the Swaggart show’s website: he explains “how
Freemasonry, Islam and the Roman Catholic Church connected and were now
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working together toward a New World Order which is spoken of in Revelation
Chapter 13 & 17.”
You may be thinking that this man is, as my grandmother used to say, crazy
as a bedbug. The Church’s hardest critics among our Evangelical brethren will say
that she is corrupt, unbiblical, teaches a false gospel of faith by works, and the
like, but it would never occur to them to say the Church is part of a secret
conspiracy with Freemasons and Muslims.
This kind of thing — the Nations/Swaggert view of Catholicism — is
certainly a byway in American Christianity with little effect on anyone else. There
aren’t a lot of people like this, but there are more of them than you might think
and, most importantly, they represent the pure version of beliefs some other
Evangelicals, people with whom we may work, have in diluted form.
Some years ago when I was still an Episcopalian, I was talking with a new
friend, a conservative Presbyterian. We were lamenting the barriers to improved
relations between divided Christians, and I made fun of some book that claimed
tunnels ran between the Vatican and nearby convents so that priests and nuns
could have orgies hidden from the world. My new friend said quite seriously,
“Well, that’s true.” Not was true, but is true. I said it wasn’t, he said it was. He
was not to be dissuaded. He turned out to believe a lot of stories like that one.
Since becoming a Catholic, I’ve had conversations that were going along
swimmingly when the other person let drop some old anti-Catholic canard as
crude as my new friend’s. Usually unknowingly, too. They seemed to assume a
Catholic they can talk with isn’t really a convinced Catholic and will agree with
them. My protests surprised them.
But the Church as part of a secret Freemason/Muslim/Catholic alliance, this
goes several steps beyond the usual prejudice. The usual explanations for
extremism must apply to this group: cultural marginalization, economic
vulnerability, the creation of social cohesion through scapegoating, fear of the
other, a history of prejudice inherited from the past. It’s also an easy bigotry to
indulge, as these people rarely have to engage a Catholic. They can say rude
things about Catholics as they might about Martians. Their words will never come
back to bite them.
I think there are at least a couple of other reasons. One is the great attraction
of seeing through something, of knowing the real story behind the story everyone
else believes. We all know the attraction. It’s one reason we gossip. “Of course
everyone thinks he’s a good Christian. But you know, really . . .” For various
reasons, people like Nations lack that alarm that tells them when they’ve crossed
the line from plausible explanation into absurdity.
Nations and his peers begin with hostility to the Church. They look at her
with a hermeneutic of suspicion. They assume that no matter how the Church acts
in public, she’s up to no good. Being the Church of the Borgias and the Jesuits,
she’s really good at looking good while being bad. Nations and his peers see (they
think) through the Church’s pretensions.
The other reason is the appeal of being in the inner ring of the enlightened.
Everyone else may be fooled, but you and your gang, you know what’s really
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going on. This we also know. The feeling drives many a dinner party
conversation.
People like Nations think the real history of the world is happening out of
sight. Only those who can connect the few dots that slip into sight and figure out
where all the other dots must be will truly understand it. Thus the whole
Catholic/Freemason/Muslim conspiracy.
A byway, the Nations/Swaggart view, and crazy, as I say, as a bedbug.
Besides perhaps being interesting in itself, the Nations theory of Catholicism’s
secret diabolical plans point by contrast to something more hopeful.
We all can understand just being snobby or snotty or unkind in another way
when speaking of, or even to, people on the other side of the Reformation divide.
As a Catholic, I can understand Evangelicals repeating the old prejudicial
stereotypes: Catholics don’t read the Bible, they worship Mary, they do bad
things because they think confession will make it all right, etc. I trust they will
understand when Catholics repeat the old prejudicial stereotypes about
Evangelicals: Evangelicals are hicks, fanatics, racists, busybodies, etc.
Not ideal, but like two boys yelling at each other, “You’re ugly!” “No,
you’re ugly!” “You’re uglier!” “If my dog had a face like yours . . .”. People on
both sides throw out the old insults. “You’re an idolater!” “You’re a
fundamentalist!” “Mary-worshipper!” “Snake-handler!”
But they’re the old insults. That’s the important thing. They’re getting worn
out, frayed around the edges, long in the tooth. They’re losing their power as
Evangelicals and Catholics grow in friendship and the world itself pushes them
closer together. The two boys yelling at each other are two brothers. At some
point, probably when someone else attacks one of them or both of them, they’ll
stop yelling and start acting like brothers.
http://www.aleteia.org

Cigar Bowl
The Cigar Bowl was a post-season college football bowl game featuring
small college teams which was held in Tampa, Florida from 1947 to 1954. It was
played at Phillips Field, which was located across the Hillsborough River from
downtown Tampa at the current site of Tampa Preparatory School and Julian
Lane Riverfront Park.
The Cigar Bowl itself was sponsored by the local Egypt Temple Shrine as a
fundraising event. After a few years, the limited capacity of Phillips Field (20,000
with temporary bleachers) and the rising cost of hosting the contest caused the
organization to rethink its sponsorship. The Shriners discontinued support in
1955, and the bowl folded.
The bowl's name was inspired by the local cigar industry, which had been a
major factor in Tampa's growth around the turn of the 20th Century. Most
notably, this was the site of the first bowl game for the Florida State Seminoles
(1950) and the Tampa Spartans (1952).
http://en.wikipedia.org
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Officers for 2015-2016
David Tucker
218 Lincoln Street
Hammonton, NJ 08037
Atlantic #221

Worshipful Master
609-277-1158
davidtuckerpm@comcast.net

Jack Lanorith
326 Lexington Dr.
Little Egg Harbor, NJ 08087
Tuckerton #4

Senior Warden
609-294-1096
travelingman43@gmail.com

Michael Carducci
62 Normandy Ct.
Middletown, NJ 07748
Navesink #9

Junior Warden
732-275-1566
mickcar1979@gmail.com

Val Korsniak
5 E. Wood Ln.
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
Mt. Holly #14

Treasurer
mhl14librarian@yahoo.com

Matthew Korang
106 Wayland Rd.
Delran, NJ 08075
Beverly-Riverside #107

Secretary
856-461-0932
mkorang@comcast.net
matthew.korang@lmco.com

Dennis Huey
Keystone #153

JR Avanti
MB Taylor #141

Jeffrey Alexander
Mt. Holly #14
Robert Stutz
Mercer #50

Senior Deacon
609-927-0688
profhuey@earthlink.net
Junior Deacon
609-296-0238
avantijr@verizon.net
Tyler
jeffalexander007@verizon.net
Chaplain
sgm9697@aol.com

From the Editor’s Desk…..
The next Trestleboard will be published on or about September 1, 2015. We are
always looking for articles. All articles must be submitted by August 15, 2015.
Matthew Korang, Secretary
mkorang@comcast.net
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