
NJ Lodge of Masonic 
Research and Education’s 
purpose is to foster the 
education of the Craft at 
large through prepared 
research and open 
discussion of the topics 
concerning Masonic 

history, symbolism, 
philosophy, and current 
events. 

New Jersey Lodge of Masonic Research and Education meets on 
the second Saturday in March, June, September and December.  
Our next communication will be held on  
Saturday, June 8, 2013 at 9:30 a.m. at: 

 

Hightstown/Apollo Lodge #41  

535 North Main Street 

Hightstown, NJ 08520  

 

All Master Masons are Welcome! 
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From the East 
Bro. JR Avanti, Worshipful Master 
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Brethren, 

      LOVE of Country can easily be a full expression of LOVE and also a 
civic duty, dependent on our feelings about our family traditions and 
history. 

     Personally are you discovering a more profound Love of the USA with 
each year of Life? And do you still question at  times some of our 
government leaders and policies?  

     Numerous citizens of the USA have a dual ethnic background, but 
many of us have also been guided by parental and family examples to 
become part of this system, contributing to our country in a positive 
manner. 

     Simply stated, are we utilizing our time, talents and treasure to 
contribute to this great country of ours? 

     LOVE of Fraternity, do we really place a high regard upon  the gentle 
craft of Freemasonry? 

     Renew the Spirit of Faith, Hope and Love in your heart, your families 
and your lodges.  

LODGE HAPPENINGS… 

NJ LORE No. 1786’s next meeting will be held at the 
Hightstown/Apollo Lodge #41 on Saturday June 8th, at 9:30 a.m.  

On the Agenda: 

• Short Business Meeting 

• Knights Templar— WB J.R. Avanti 

• Our Masonic Landmarks — Bro. David Tucker 

Coffee and Pastries will be served prior to Lodge and Lunch 
will be provided following. Hope to see you there! 

Check NJ LORE out on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/

njlore1786 



The Knights Templars were primarily Monks, Soldiers and Guardians 
of the Faith and the Holy Land. They were also Pilgrims that traveled to the 

Holy Lands. 

The Knights Templar order of religious and military character was 
reportedly founded in Jerusalem in 1118 by nine crusader knights. The 
official denomination was “Order of the Poor Knights of Christ”. Later they 
were known by the name “Knights of Solomon's Temple” (Templar) after 
establishing themselves in King Solomon's ancient temple. Pope Inocencio 
II recognized the order of the Templar in 1139.  
     The stamp of the Templar, the emblem 
of the order, is two knights mounted on 
the same horse (representing the duel 
vocation of the order – religious and 
military) with an inscription in Latin 
“siglium militum Xpist” - (Stamp of 

Christ's Militia). 

In the Kingdom of Castile, what is 
now in the country of Spain, the first 
order founded was named Templar Order 
of Calatrave but was second to receive a 

papal approval. 

The Papal Bull, or Papal Directive, confirming this Order of Calatrave 
as a Militia was given by Pope Alexander III on September 26, 1164. The 
Order of Calatrave had been founded by Abbot Raymond of Filtero with the 
original purpose of protecting the town of Calatrava located near present 

day Ciudad Real. 

As the numbers and strength of Knights Templar grew the Orders were 
invited by the King of Castile, Alfonso VII to protect a castle he had taken 

from the Moors.  

This was Qal'at Rabah (Arabic—Fortress of Rabah). Templars 
established a garrison at this location and stayed for ten years. They were 
replaced by a militia of Cistercan laymen, under the supervision of 
Raymond, Abbott of the Cistercian monastery of Fitero. In fact these local 
herdsman and laborers would have a personal grudge and interest against 

the Moors, whom they fought with great enthusiasm. 

In 1187, a general chapter at Citeaux gave these Knights of Calatrave 
there definitive rule, which was approval by Pope Gregory VIII in that same 
year. This rule retained the Cistercian customs required of laymen, plus the 
obligation to wear their armor, around the clock every day of the week. 
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR  

Submitted by WB JR Avanti, Worshipful Master 
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24/7. Also to be ready to fight whenever the need arose. The armor not being 

very comfortable, but following a vow of silence, nobody complained. 

Initially, these Knights of Calatrave were hugely successful and were 
rewarded by grants of land from the King of Castile. But by 1195 after a surge 
of new Muslim recruits from Africa the Knights were overpowered by the 
Moors and the Moors retook the castle which they kept for seventeen (17) 
years. The Calatravas then recovered possession of the stronghold and from 

that location spread to the far corners of Iberia. 

(To Be Continued At Your Next Meeting of New Jersey Lodge of Masonic 

Research and Education - June 08, 2013. ) 

I’m often patted on my back for my interesting Masonic themed travels.  
In actuality, they are normally regular vacation or business travel that I 

manage to find something of interest related to our Craft. 

It really isn’t that hard and just about anyone can play with a little 
forethought.  Admittedly, I usually tap the Internet and several search engines 
such as Google or Yahoo, otherwise you will be spending much more time on 

research than required. 

So for example, I have a looming trip to Seattle in the near future.  First 
thing I do is a Google search on “Masonic Seattle”.  This yielded 1,520,000 
hits.  Then I try “Freemasonry Washington State” with 173,000 hits.  
“Scottish Rite Washington State” 127,000 hits, “Masonic cemetery 

Washington state”, 9310 hits and so on.   

The initial search takes only several minutes.  Obviously, you have much 
work do as many of your hits are “chatter” or noise. For me, I tend to focus on 
Masonic libraries and museums which usually come attached to Grand 

Lodges.  

Another important factor to consider is your travel range, time, and of 
course, the company you are with. If you are not travelling alone, consider 

their tolerance for your “little Masonic Safaris”. 

If you know you’ll have a few free evenings, don’t forget your suit.  If it’s 
not summer, there is always a lodge meeting somewhere during the week, 
with Friday and Saturday being the outliers.  If you have a choice, the older 
ornate lodges are my favorites. Some care must be taken as not to find 
yourself in a questionable part of town (usually in the city) that you are 
unfamiliar with. Again, a successful Masonic Safari usually starts with a spark 

of interest. 

Many lodges or organizations also broadcast their contact information via 

Spicing up your Travels with a Little Freemasonry  
Submitted by Bro. Val Korsniak, Treasurer 
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websites, Facebook or their respective Grand Lodges.  Contacting a lodge if 
there is a specific point of interest can often make the difference between 
success and failure. Salting with a few historic nuggets can also enhance the 
experience.  All of these “shots in the dark” will not pay off, but as they say: 

“You have to kiss a few frogs to find a princess”. 

Don’t forget to check Google for appendant bodies, especially the 
Scottish Rite.  They have some of the greatest Masonic edifices and 
buildings around.  Masonic Cemeteries and Masonic markers are also a 
good starting place.  Again, these don’t always just fall into your lap via a 
search engine, and a little work may be required.  History often lends itself 

to interesting backstories.  

Always keep a compact digital point and shoot camera in your back 
pocket and a little notepad.  Digital photography is cheap, so take lots of 
photos as some are bound to turn out nice.  I am not a prolific writer so often 
a slideshow type presentation works well when I can share my photos and 

verbalize the contents at different Masonic venues (in our case, LORE). 

In the end, a little forethought and effort can open up a whole new facet 
of your travels enhancing and improving your Masonic experience…  A 
“Masonic experience” that you can also share with eager Brethren to aid in 

their Masonic journey. 

Have fun!! 

Grand Lodge Virginia Masonic Museum 



It Came From The Internet 
Submitted by Bro. Matt Korang, Secretary 
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The conduct of Freemasons in Hong Kong has come under renewed scrutiny 
after senior legal figures questioned the handling of alleged indecent assaults by a 
member at their Zetland Hall headquarters in Mid-Levels. 

Two weeks after the Sunday Morning Post reported on accusations of a cover-up 
surrounding the theft of HK$500,000 from the hall, concerns have been raised over 
the 2012 trial of a Mason, with the chief prosecutor calling it "unusual". 

The defendant, a janitor at the hall, was accused of assaulting a secretary but 
was acquitted after a three-day trial. But lawyers consider it odd that a key 
prosecution witness worked alongside the man in the run-up to the trial, and that he 
was represented by two lawyers mentioned in Masonic documents as members. 

Puja Kapai, deputy director of the Centre for Comparative and Public Law at the 
University of Hong Kong, said there was no need to prove conspiracy for damage 
to be done. "If people feel there is an old boys' network within the legal profession, 
the justice system has already failed them," she said. 

The Freemasons are an international brotherhood founded in medieval times 
whose members have included kings and presidents. The more than 1,000 Masons 
in Hong Kong include senior government officials, judges, lawyers and policemen. 
Critics say their loyalty to each other can clash with the public interest. 

The defendant, in his early 60s, was charged with three counts of indecent 
assault in September 2011 after allegedly attacking the 25-year-old secretary at 
Zetland Hall. She resigned from her job not long after. 

The janitor is a high-ranking brother, according to meeting minutes seen by the 
Sunday Morning Post. Zetland Hall trustees decided "there was no need to suspend 
him". 

A key prosecution witness in the trial was a fellow employee, and the minutes 
name both the janitor's lawyers as members. One of them did not deny it and the 
other refused to comment. 

Kevin Zervos, the director of public prosecutions, when asked about the janitor's 
case, said there seemed to be "a fair degree of rallying around the defendant". "In 
situations like this when parties belong to an organisation, it is difficult to police 
that," he said. 

"We cannot do any more than make sure appropriate mechanisms, such as bail 
conditions, are in place to prevent improper conduct." 

A barrister, who preferred to remain anonymous, said after assessing the case: 
"Failure to segregate a prosecution witness from a fellow employee charged with a 
serious criminal offence poses an inevitable risk." 

One of the janitor's lawyers defended their actions: "This chap already suffered 
enough, and he was acquitted. As a lawyer, it doesn't matter whether someone is a 
member of a triad or a racist or a child molester. Does it matter if it's another 
Mason?" 

David Fok, a solicitor who oversees Freemasonry in Hong Kong as district 
grand master, said: "Freemasons are supposed to be obedient and part of that 
obedience includes acquiescence to all actions passed by a majority of the 
brethren." 

South China Morning Post—www.scmp.com 
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From the Editor’s Desk….. 
 

The next Trestleboard will be published on or about September 1, 2013. We are 

always looking for articles. All articles must be submitted by August 15, 2013. 

 

Matthew Korang, Secretary            

mkorang@comcast.net 



B
rin

g
in

g
 L

ig
h
t to

 N
ew

 

Jersey F
reem

a
so

n
ry! 

W
e’re O

n
 th
e
 

W
eb
!! 

n
jlore1

7
8
6
.org 

New
 Jersey Lodge of M

asonic 
Research and Education No. 1786 

NJ LORE 1786 
106 W

ayland Rd.  
Delran, NJ 08075 


